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  “Chirp & Squawk” 
November 2018 Newsletter 

Next Club Night: Wednesday 14th November 
7.30pm-9.00pm  

 

Next Club Night:   

Aviary Maintenance & General Chinwag 
Look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 
I have been doing some maintenance on our main walk-in aviary. We built the aviary in 1991 and we 
have done some upgrades / maintenance over the years. The roosting area had some double mesh 

added on the inside to stop the birds from accessing the top rail of the framing. This area is basically dry 
apart from misty blown dampness that can pass through on the wind. As it does not get full rain to wash 

it the mesh has corroded (see above photo). So have a look at the mesh in your aviaries and check 
mesh that is not fully exposed to the rain. 

 
 

Hall Entrance 
Just to remind you the Council has changed the door access. 

So if there is nobody at the door you will need to press the buzzer (after-hours bell on the left hand side 
of the entrance doors) or bang on ‘our’ window so somebody inside can let you in. 

 
Other Club Events this month:  Nothing Planned. Any suggestions welcome. Please let me 

know. 

 
Next Bulk Seed order : - Is this month = November 
 
Bill will accept orders from the November club night and up to 6pm on the following Sunday (18th 
November) – after collating, the order goes in first thing Monday, and pickup is from the club’s container 
from 10 – 11 am on the next Saturday (24th November). 
 

 



 

 
Christmas Break-Up Party at “Breakers” 

12th of December 6:30pm start 
This year for something different we are going to Breakers Restaurant on the side of old SH1 
and Coastlands. 
The menu we have chosen is:-  

• A drink on arrival (any drink alcoholic or non-alcoholic) 
• Mains will be a choice of either roast pork or beef (you can choose which you would like 

on the night) served with roasted potato, pumpkin and kumara as well as fresh steamed 
seasonal vegetables. 

• As a dessert, there is either an Ice Cream Sundae with a choice of butterscotch, berry or 
chocolate sauce or a cheese cake with a flavour we have to choose beforehand. (You 
can decide if you want ice cream or cheese cake on the night but we need to choose 
what flavour cheese cake they will be making). 

So please vote for your choice of cheese cake (even if you end up wanting a sundae): 
1. Chocolate 
2. Caramel 
3. Passionfruit 
4. Strawberry 
5. Malibu 
6. Kahlua 

• Cost $29.00 
• Also bring to the dinner a nominal $5 Christmas gift for Santa to give out. 

 
Please let Rob or Helen know if you are attending and how many. Also your vote for cheese 
cake. Please give us your first and second choices. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

President’s Report: 
 
Last Month’s “Aviary to the Club” meeting of Bill’s menagerie of fluffy birds and a fluffy whale went down 
well. The sound devices do quite a good job of capturing the animals call. Thanks Bill it was fun. 
 
 
For Sale / Wanted: 
Nothing new 
 
Wanted to Buy: 
Nothing new 
 
 
 



 

~~     June’s Tweet’s     ~~ 
 
June has found the following article from Drs. Foster & Smith “https://www.drsfostersmith.com/” 
 
Link :- https://www.drsfostersmith.com/pic/article.cfm?articleid=288 
 
 

Perches: Variety is Critical to 
Your Bird's Health 

Drs. Foster & Smith Educational Staff  

 

A bird's entire life is spent either 
standing or flying - most of the time 
perched in trees on branches, 

standing all day, sleeping all night, always in the same position. 

• Natural... If you choose to make natural 
perches, do not use branches from any 
tree that has been sprayed. Select 
branches from unsprayed trees in your 
own yard. Check a list of toxic trees to be 
sure you are using safe wood. Avoid, for 
example, oak, pine, and cherry. To 
prepare the branches, scrub them in hot, 
soapy water, rinse and dry thoroughly, 
and then put them in the oven for half an 
hour at 200-250°F. Allow to cool before 
use. Most birds love natural branches, 
especially because they enjoy stripping 
their bark. A number of natural materials 
are also available commercially. For 
example, some manufacturers now 
include natural Manzanita perches in their 
new cages.  

...and Artificial. Many new birdcages come 

with dowels made of hard wood. Replacement 

dowels are easy to obtain. But do not assume 

dowels are your only option. Styles of 

artificial perches are available in virtually 

every shape, color, texture, size, and material 

imaginable. They arrive sterile and can be 

used right out of the package.  

• Regular... Your bird needs a mix of 
regular shapes - round, oval, rectangular, 
or flat - and irregular shapes - those with 
varying tapers, knobs, branches, and so 

 

Ace our perch quiz  

• Can the perch be 
natural or 
artificial?  

• Can the shape of 
the perch be 
regular or 
irregular?  

• Can the surface of 
the perch be 
smooth or coarse?  

• Can the perch be 
flexible or rigid?  

• Can the perch be 
hard or soft? 

The answer to all of the 
above questions is "yes." 
You need to provide 
each for a healthy 
environment. And, just as 
importantly, to ensure 
that your bird's feet get 
the proper exercise, you 
need to routinely change 
the mix of styles and their 
location. 

  



 

on. Because some birds occasionally 
prefer to sit with their toes extended on a 
flat surface, you might provide a wide 
perch such as a board or wire platform. 
However, these flat surfaces should never 
be the bird's only option.  

...and Irregular. The list of irregular perches 

is endless. Manzanita, Manu Mineral,and the 

Safety Perch, for example, are all good 

choices. Each will provide healthy exercise for 

your bird and add character to his cage.  

• Smooth... Surfaces can be too smooth for 
comfort. Standard PVC pipe, for example, 
is very hard to grip. Most commercial 
perches made of artificial materials are 
machine-textured to improve grip.  

...and Coarse. Nail and beak conditioning 

perches made of concrete, clay, and other 

materials do a good job of trimming nails. 

However, they are not comfortable for the 

bottom of the bird's feet for long periods of 

time. Always provide an alternate perch.  

• Flexible... In observations of aviary birds 
where both rigid and non-rigid perches 
were used, the birds equally divided their 
time between the two. Both types should 
be provided for your bird's use. When not 
flying, your bird may walk, but generally 
jumps from place to place. It needs places 
for both firm and soft landings. A soft 
rubber or plastic hose stretched across 
the cage, for example, makes an ideal 
flexible perch. Rope perches come in a 
range of thicknesses to afford your bird a 
different feel, but be sure that you cut off 
any frayed pieces of rope so that the bird 
doesn't get his nails caught. Rigid perches 
mounted with a spring end also provide a 
cushioned stop, as do swings.  

...and Rigid. All birds need at least one rigid 

perch available at all times. This will afford 

them a solid grip and a comfortable place to 

sleep.  

• Hard... Most plastic and hardwood 
perches are easy to clean and durable.  

...and Soft. Lovebirds, conures, parrots, 

parakeets, and cockatiels all prefer perches 

made of softwoods. You can create your own 
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soft perches with soft plastic hose, or by 

wrapping wooden perches with padded-cotton, 

cork, carpeting, or soft material such as 

flannel or felt.  

Materials to avoid 
It is normal if your bird chews and ingests wood from 

his perches. But if your bird mouths the hardware on 

perches, replace it immediately with stainless steel. 

Avoid zinc hardware which can rust and create 

toxicity problems. Plastic perches provide many fun 

and interesting options, but be careful that your bird 

doesn't ingest the plastic.  

Placement and cleaning tips 

• Perches should be placed in front of food 
and water dishes so the bird can reach 
the dishes easily.  

• To avoid droppings contaminating the 
food or water, do not place perches 
directly above the dishes.  

• Always place a perch so that the bird's tail 
will not touch the side of the cage when 
perched on it.  

• Place perches at various levels within the 
cage.  

• Avoid using too many perches, which 
could prevent the bird from flying. A 
bigger cage might be the better choice, 
not fewer perches.  

• Scrub perches regularly. 

Perches provide more than "standing room only" 
In addition to providing standing room, perches serve 

other important roles - physical, practical, and social. 

Your bird will also use a perch as a tool, a place to 

rub his beak to remove pieces of food, and a place of 

play. Perches are places of socialization for pairs or 

groups. And height is used to signify status. Out-of-

cage perches and stands enable you to integrate your 

pet into your surroundings, while providing him a 

place of security.  

Providing your bird a variety of perches is fun, easy-

to-do, and will help ensure his comfort and fitness. It's 

a change-in-the-cage your bird will appreciate. 
  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Below is a list of Judges for the 2019 Huntly National ‘being held in Hamilton’ 
 



 

 
                          Regards June  
 
If you have anything of general interest to add to the newsletter please contact June or Rob 
 
 

~~  ~~  ~~  ~~  ~~     Standard Notices     ~~  ~~  ~~  ~~  ~~ 
 
Please note :- Text in Italics is unchanged and text in normal font is ether changed or new. 

 
Raffle at Club Night 
Don’t forget to get your raffle tickets! $1 per ticket. 
 
Club Library 
The latest Birdkeeper magazines are available for loan amongst a selection of other books.  Don’t forget: 
if you can think of any other books that may be suitable for the Club to purchase, feel free to let Janice 
and Noel know.  We are having major problems finding up-to-date additions/replacements for the library 
so any help will be much appreciated. 
 
Bulk Seed Orders 
The club arranges 3 bulk seed orders a year in March, July, and November. 
The next seed order will be for November  -  Bill  will accept ordered from the November club night to 
6pm on the following Sunday – after collating, order goes in first thing Monday, and pickup is from the 
club’s container from 10 – 11 am on the next Saturday. 

Please note that we only use Topflite seed. A little more expensive, but much better quality. They have a 
very good website www.topflite.co.nz which lists all their products. Our order form only lists the more 
common seeds and mixes, but all their products are available to us provided we purchase them at the 
time of our bulk order. Please let Bill know if you have a special requirement. 

Seed Sales 
If you run short between orders, we often have bags in the container (usually 10 kg) of the more 
common seeds. Contact Bill if you need them. 

For those with smaller flocks or you need something before the seed order, there are smaller seed sizes 
being sold by the Club at the monthly meetings of the common (and some not so common) seeds.  See 
Jan and Denise on club night.  



 

Bird Database 
Helen manages the confidential club bird database. If you want to update your details please contact 
Helen at the meeting or call her (number is at the top of the newsletter). 
 
The club gets many queries about birds, whether someone is interested in buying or selling or just 
general information regarding a particular bird breed. Should a query come in, the database can be 
consulted and the database manager can then contact the member in question. At this point it is up to 
the member whether they wish to contact the person querying or not – this is not compulsory.   
 
Please note the only person contacting the member will be the database manager – no one else, 
including other club members will be given your contact / details.  All information remains confidential to 
the data base manager and you. 
 
Newsletter Postage or Email. 
Please let Don know if you want your Newsletter sent to you by post or email as your circumstances may 
have changed. 
 
Club Website 
Remember if you can’t find an old newsletter or want to ask a question, or have birds for sale/want to 
buy – go to our Club’s website (http://www.kapitibirdclub.org.nz/).  Remember this and you can advise 
other people interested in birds to check out the website or join the Club!  
 
Adam has added links to a couple of useful and interesting forums. Have a look.  
If you have any good links you want to share with the members, Please let Adam know.  
 
Helen has also spoken to most of the lower North Island clubs and we have their permission to publish 
their newsletters on our website as well so feel free to check out what they are doing.  NZ Federation 
minutes are available to read on club nights and on the website as well. 
 
Club Facebook Page: 
Check out our Facebook page - search for Kapiti Bird Club. 
 
Federation and Other Clubs Newsletters 
There will be a copy of these on the table beside the name tags for those who are interested.  The 
Federation comes out every two months and other clubs monthly. 
 

 
 

~~   ☺☺☺☺   Have a good month.  ☺☺☺☺   ~~ 
 

 
 


