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  “Chirp & Squawk” 
June 2018 Newsletter 

Next Club Night: Wednesday 13 June 
6.30pm-9.00pm  

 

Next Club Night:   

Pot Luck Mid-Winter Dinner 

Early start 6.30 at the Community Hall 
 

Bring something to share with your club friends  
and break the winter blues. 

 

There will be a little bit of drink supplied by the club. 
I was going to check out if the Community hall has wine glasses available but last week got busy.  

So it may pay to bring a Glass to be on the safe side. 
 

Look forward to seeing you there. 

 
Other Club Events this month:  Non � 

 
President’s Report: 
I am settling in and getting to know the committee and the membership again. We had our first 
committee for this year meeting at Jan’s place on Monday the 28th May and had a chat about what we 
could do for club nights and have made a small list of possible’s but If you have any suggestions please 
contact Rob or Helen. Otherwise the gist of the meeting was steady as she goes. 
 
I have slightly changed the layout of the newsletter and moved the “Standard Notices” that appear every 
month to the end of the newsletter. Bill has kindly updated the info on bird seed and there are some 
other small wording changes. So this time a quick read would be good. Next month I will put the section 
in italics and only put changes in normal font so they stand out. 
 
Next Bulk Seed order in : - July 
 
A note from the Treasurer: 
The annual meeting set the subscriptions at the same rate as last year. Although they are due in August 
we wouldn’t mind if you paid them early☺. Pay by DC, or send to the Treasurer, or at Club night. 
 
Rates are:- 

Partnership or Family $30.00 
Single $20.00 
Junior $  5.00 
Federation Yearbook $10.00 



 

 
For Sale / Wanted 
Nothing this month. 
 

~~     June’s Tweet’s     ~~ 
 
Getting back into newsletters after 7 odd years it’s the old story where to start? Even getting back into 
Birds again with breeding etc has also taken a good 2+ years as I had been so ill I just didn’t have the 
energy and didn’t even pair my birds up but let them breed in the flight. With some success. It has only 
been since the start of this. and a year after having Radio active Iodine treatment that my energy and 
interest in life came back in leaps and bounds, I started by cutting down all the trees in my back yard to 
get the sun in the back yard again.  
 
Anyway moving on I was at Jan’s place and she had a lot of Zebra Finches so I decided to purchase 
some. What a good decision that was, they are so different from canaries. Their little chattering and 
squeaks and the way they groom, kiss and cuddle each other is so sweet.  
 
I set them up for breeding with Bamboo nests, put in some shredded sacking and the wool from dogs 
when I clipped them. I noticed how quickly they settled in to breed and they just didn’t stop. Because 
each time I went into the aviary to feed and give clean water etc they came off the nests. So I took the 
time to “smell the roses” and would sit out there very quietly with a cup of tea and just observe. I got to 
know who the parents were who was feeding who then the babies began to fledge. The little babies were 
real cuties and would just sit on a perch and yelled fed me.  
 
I have always given my animals good food with plenty on protein, soft food, greens, and seed of course. 
It was in one of these quiet times a visitor came calling, one really fat little mouse. Well fed with all that 
protein but if there is one how many more am I feeding. At one stage I had so many mice I nearly gave 
the aviary up but I got the bait and bait stations and within a month the mice were gone, So I checked 
the bait stations and they were not completely empty  but topped them all up and the mice have once 
more departed. With the Zebra Finches I am now back to approximately 20 after selling 50 so I had 74, I 
will let them breed again but with less enthusiasm, plus I have bought more canaries, Glosters, Rollers 
and Red Factors with some more coming down from Napier from Don Birch. Unfortunately the Canaries 
are not such prolific breeders  
 
After cutting down all my trees except for Kowhia and bottle brush for the Tui’s and wood pigeons I put 
up a lot of feeding stations for the wild birds and I would give them left over soft food from my birds, plus 
seed and discovered, the rape seed grows. Also would chuck out bits of apples etc.  
 
I was standing at the kitchen sink doing the dishes when I suddenly notice a rather large bird on the cup 
and saucer hanging in the tree very close to the window. I didn’t move outside but took a much closer 
and OMG it was the biggest rat I had ever seen. With all that good protein and food he was as fit as a 
fiddler and could run up and down the tree and on to the cup and saucer in the blink of an eye, My 
neighbour (because it is his rat not mine) as it lives in his place and only comes to me for food has been 
setting traps and putting bait out but alas Mr Rat still survives as I did manage to get a photo of him for 
proof THAT WE HAVE A RAT. Will keep you up to date on Mr Rat’s fate.  
 
If you have anything of general interest to add to the newsletter please contact June or Rob 
 

~~  ~~  ~~  ~~  ~~     Standard Notices     ~~  ~~  ~~  ~~  ~~ 

 
Raffle at Club Night 
Don’t forget to get your raffle tickets! $1 per ticket. 
 
Club Library 
The latest Birdkeeper magazines are available for loan amongst a selection of other books.  Don’t forget: 
if you can think of any other books that may be suitable for the Club to purchase, feel free to let Janice 
and Noel know.  We are having major problems finding up-to-date additions/replacements for the library 
so any help will be much appreciated. 
 



 

Bulk Seed Orders 
The club arranges 3 bulk seed orders a year in March, July, and November. 
The next seed order will be for July   -  Bill will accept ordered from the July club night to 6pm on the 
following Sunday – after collating, order goes in first thing Monday, and pickup is from the club’s 
container from 10 – 11 am on the next Saturday. 

Please note that we only use Topflite seed. A little more expensive, but much better quality. They have a 
very good website www.topflite.co.nz which lists all their products. Our order form only lists the more 
common seeds and mixes, but all their products are available to us provided we purchase them at the 
time of our bulk order. Please let Bill know if you have a special requirement. 

Seed Sales 
If you run short between orders, we often have bags in the container (usually 10 kg) of the more 
common seeds. Contact Bill if you need them. 

For those with smaller flocks or you need something before the seed order, there are smaller seed sizes 
being sold by the Club at the monthly meetings of the common (and some not so common) seeds.  See 
Jan and Denise on club night.  

Bird Database 
Helen manages the confidential club bird database. If you want to update your details please contact 
Helen at the meeting or call her (number is at the top of the newsletter). 
 
The club gets many queries about birds, whether someone is interested in buying or selling or just 
general information regarding a particular bird breed. Should a query come in, the database can be 
consulted and the database manager can then contact the member in question. At this point it is up to 
the member whether they wish to contact the person querying or not – this is not compulsory.   
 
Please note the only person contacting the member will be the database manager – no one else, 
including other club members will be given your contact / details.  All information remains confidential to 
the data base manager and you. 
 
Club Website 
Remember if you can’t find an old newsletter or want to ask a question, or have birds for sale/want to 
buy – go to our Club’s website (http://www.kapitibirdclub.org.nz/).  Remember this and you can advise 
other people interested in birds to check out the website or join the Club!  
 
Adam has added links to a couple of useful and interesting forums. Have a look.  
If you have any good links you want to share with the members, Please let Adam know.  
 
Helen has also spoken to most of the lower North Island clubs and we have their permission to publish 
their newsletters on our website as well so feel free to check out what they are doing.  NZ Federation 
minutes are available to read on club nights and on the website as well. 
 
Club Facebook Page: 
Check out our Facebook page - search for Kapiti Bird Club. 
 
Federation and Other Clubs Newsletters 
There will be a copy of these on the table beside the name tags for those who are interested.  The 
Federation comes out every two months and other clubs monthly. 
 

 
 

~~   ☺☺☺☺   Have a good month.  ☺☺☺☺   ~~ 
 


