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  “Chirp & Squawk” 

March 2017 Newsletter 
Next Club Night: Wednesday 08 March 

7.30pm-9.00pm – Club Night 
 

President’s Report: 
Welcome to the March.  Unfortunately I don’t have much to say this month that isn’t covered under their 
own headings below so let’s get to them. 
 
March Club Night: Wednesday 08 March 2017 from 7.30pm 
This month’s meeting is a club night.  We would like to re-instigate a practice of days gone by (prior to 
my time in the club).  It has been suggested members should bring a bird or two along to the club 
meetings for a little ”show and tell” (yes just like our school days ); perhaps an “I have a 
problem/question on my bird or bird breed”; or for us showing members in the club – to give our birds 
some exposure that could be associated with shows with respect to multiple people being around them 
that aren’t the usual people who feed and water them daily, or other birds not of your own aviary(s) being 
in close proximity. This will not only provide us some guidance on subject matter for the evening, but 
also get some learning’s on birds that some of us may not actually have ourselves.  Who knows, 
perhaps this will trigger a “hmmm that would be a nice bird breed to add to my collection” moment . 
 
To kick things off, Helen and I will bring a couple of birds from our menagerie.  Each meeting, we shall 
as for a volunteer (or volunteers should we think two birds is not enough for a single night’s meeting 
coverage) for the following month’s meeting. May (AGM) and July (mid year dinner) and guest speaker 
nights (should we be lucky enough to have any) will be included in this cycle also, although perhaps on a 
lesser quantity basis as these nights are already taken up with other subjects. 
 
Any other ideas members have as to subjects or activities that we can be doing at the club nights are 
also gladly accepted.  Many members have been around for a long time now and “same old same old” 
must surely be getting boring by now so anything new we can do (or perhaps the old is the new new 
again) has got to be a good thing for the club. 
 
Levin Bird Club Aviary Crawl – Saturday 4 March 
Kapiti Bird Club have been invited to an aviary crawl that Levin is having this weekend Saturday 04 
March meeting at the Levin Firestation at 1pm with dinner at the Russell’s at the end of the day (dinner 
format TBC).  It was supposed to be last weekend but for reasons, it was delayed to this weekend.  We 
found out about this after the last newsletter so could not let anyone know about it last month but did 
mention it at the Club night for those who were there. Hopefully this newsletter will arrive before this 
weekend so you will know about it beforehand (email recipients should get it with plenty time to spare – 
snail mail members will depend on your mail delivery schedules).  If you intend on going, please let 
Helen know by Friday so we can let them know our numbers.  By then we will know about dinner 
arrangements.  Helen and I are going to the Wanganui Sale in the morning and catching up with the 
Levin crawl on our return trip in the afternoon. 
 
Wanganui Bird Club Bird Sale – Saturday 4 March 2017 
As mentioned above, Wanganui Bird Sale is also on this weekend for anyone who is interested.  Details 
can be seen in the Sales and Shows on the last page of this newsletter. 
 

http://www.kapitibirdclub.org.nz/


 

Women’s Craft Group 
On Tuesday 7 March from 10am to 12 noon we have been invited to bring six birds in cages (tame if 
possible) for the Women’s Craft Group at Connect Church on Mazengarb Road, Paraparaumu so their 
group can make various crafts and models from observing our birds. If anyone is willing to bring along a 
bird or two for the morning please let Helen know. 
 
Breeding Season 
I hope everyone is having a good season so far.  I know some of us have probably stopped already and 
others are in the wind-down period but don’t forget we have oodles of experience in the club that we can 
tap into.  Feel free to ask questions and I am sure someone will be able to provide some assistance. 
 
Club Library 
The latest Birdkeeper magazines are available for loan amongst a selection of other books.  Don’t forget: 
if you can think of any other books that may be suitable for the Club to purchase, feel free to let Janice 
and Noel know.  We are having major problems finding up-to-date additions/replacements for the library 
so any help will be much appreciated. 
 
Seed Sales 
For those with smaller flocks or you need something before the seed order, there are smaller seed sizes 
being sold by the Club at the monthly meetings of the common (and some not so common) seeds.  See 
Jan and Denise on club night.  
 
March Seed Order 
The next seed order is due in March.  Bill will have the prerequisite paperwork at the March club night on 
Wednesday 8 March as always.  If you are unable to attend the club night but wish to order seed, please 
contact Bill directly (number at the top) before Sunday 12 March as that is when he puts the order in – 
earlier is always better as ordering is now done online.  Pickup will be Saturday 18 March between 10-
11am as usual at the container.  If you order and are unable to pick up on the Saturday, get hold of 
Adam and we can arrange something. 
 
Exhibition – Saturday 15 April 2016 
We will have a quick pass over the Exhibition tasks at the March club night then the full deal on the week 
before (April 12).  The quick pass will cover the things we need to do beforehand and the full deal will 
confirm all of the usual tasks and assignments.  New signs are being designed and purchased for the 
new Community noticeboards. We have booked space on the Te Moana Road and Kapiti Road boards 
and we still have our usual collection of signs which will get updated and deployed on the weekend of 
25-26 March.  Anyone willing to help put these up, please let Adam know – I certainly won’t decline 
assistance    
 
Please start bringing non-perishable items for the raffle(s) at the Exhibition.  We can store these in the 
cupboard ready for the raffle on the day. 
 
Bird Database 
If Helen has not contacted you about your birds for the database, feel free to either approach her at the 
meeting or call her (number is at the top).  The club gets many queries about birds, whether someone is 
interested in buying or selling or just general information regarding a particular bird breed. Should a 
query come in, the database can be consulted and the database manager can then contact the member 
in question. At this point it is up to the member whether they contact the person querying or not – this is 
not compulsory.  Also, the only person contacting the member will be the database manager – no one 
else, including other club members, will get contact details.  All information remains confidential. 
 
Club Website 
Remember if you can’t find a newsletter or want to ask a question, or have birds for sale/want to buy – 
go to our Club’s website (http://www.kapitibirdclub.org.nz/).  Remember this and you can advise other 
people interested in birds to check out the website or join the Club!  I have added links to a couple of 
forums we use a lot and a couple of others I found.  If you have any good links you want to share with 
the members, please let me know and I will get them added. 
 

http://www.kapitibirdclub.org.nz/


 

Helen has also spoken to most of the lower North Island clubs and we have their permission to publish 
their newsletters on our website as well so feel free to check out what they are doing.  NZ Federation 
minutes are available to read on club nights and on the website as well. 
 
Club Facebook Page: 
Check out our Facebook page - search for Kapiti Bird Club. 
 
Raffle 
A discussion was had at last month’s club night and again the following week at the Committee meeting.  
It was decided to try some different options for raffle prizes.  With a changed format we also have a new 
raffle master.  Jacqui has volunteered to run with the new format so please support her endeavours and 
let her know how the prize selections are going.  I would also like to thank June for her efforts on running 
the raffles for so many years and hope she enjoys the break from doing them. 
 
Federation Newsletter 
There will be a copy of these on the table beside the name tags for those who are interested.  They 
come out every two months. 



 

2017 The New Zealand Federation of Bird Clubs – Bird Shows 
And Bird Sales 

 
March Sat 4 Wanganui Cage Bird Club Bird Sale, Benching: 8.30am Sale: 9am Riverside Church Hall, 

Mathieson Street, Wanganui  
 Sun 5 Rotorua Bird Club Sale – Benching: 8am Starts: 9am-1pm, Rotorua Racecourse, Fenton 

Street, Rotorua 
 Sun 12 Piako Bird Club Sale, 9.30-11.30am, Tatuanui Hall, SH27, Tatuanui 
 Sat 25 Wairarapa Bird Club Table Show & Bird Sale, St John’s Hall, Greytown 
 
April Sun 2 Manawatu Avicultural Society Sale – Benching: 7.30am Starts: 8am-12.30pm, Civic Centre, 

84 Aorangi Street, Feilding 
 Sat 8 Hutt Valley Bird Club Table Show – Maidstone Intermediate, Upper Hutt 
 Sun 9 Tararua Bird Club Table Show – Home Industries Hall, A & P Showgrounds, Dannevirke 
 Sun 9 Egmont Avian Sale – Benching: 8.30am Starts: 10.30am, Midhurst Hall 
 Sat 15 Kapiti Bird Club Exhibition, Benching: 8am Starts: 10am-3pm, Kapiti Community Centre, 

Ngahina Street, Paraparaumu  
 Tue 18 Auckland Metro Bird Club Bird Sale – 7.30pm, Panmure Community Rooms, 1 Pilkington 

Road, Panmure, Auckland 
 Sat 22 Hamilton Bird Club Annual Sale – Benching: 8.30am Starts: 9.30am-12.30pm Fairfield 

Community Hall, Clarkin Road, Hamilton 
 29-30 Hastings Bird Club Annual (entries close Fri 21 April) 
 
May 6-7 Hamilton Bird Club Annual 
  Nelson Bird Club 62nd Annual (entries close Fri 28 April) 
 13-14 Levin Bird Club 42nd Annual 
  Piako Bird Club 44th Annual 
 20-21 North Taranaki Bird Club 42nd Annual 
  North Otago Bird Fanciers 54th Annual 
 27-28 Rotorua Bird Club 55th Annual (entries close Wed 17 May) 
   
June  3-4 Hawke’s Bay Bird Club 70th Annual (+Tararua) (entries close Post: Mon 29 May / Email: Thu 

1 June 
  Southland Bird Club 55th Annual 
 Sun 4 Parrot Society Sale, Starts:10am-1pm, Mangere War Memorial Hall, Auckland 
 10-11 Huntly Bird Club 86th Annual 
 17-18 Whakatane Bird Club 63rd Annual 
  Combined Valley Cities Annual (entries close Mon 12 June) 
  Timaru Bird Club 74th Annual 
 24-25 Poverty Bay Bird Club 85th Anniversary (entries close Tue 30 May) 
  Stratford Cage Bird Club 57th Annual (entries close Thu 1 June) 
 
 
July 1-2 Auckland Metro 107th Annual (entries close Sat 24 June) 
  Wairarapa Bird Club 58th Annual (entries close Fri 23 June) 
  Dunedin Bird Club 136th Annual 
 8-9 Te Awamutu Bird Club 59th Annual 
 15-16 Palmerston North Bird Club 85th Annual (entries close Sat 1 July) 
  Ashburton Bird Club 50th Annual 
 21-23 Christchurch NZ National (entries close Wed 12 July) 
 
August Sun 14 Kihikihi Bird Sale – Benching: 9am Starts: 9.30am Kihikihi Town Hall 
 


