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  “Chirp & Squawk” 
February 2017 Newsletter 

Next Club Night: Wednesday 08 February 
6.30pm-9.30pm – Club Night 

 
President’s Report: 
Welcome to the first newsletter of 2017.  The 2016 Christmas Dinner was again held at the Waikanae 
Club.  Unfortunately Helen and I were unable to attend as this coincided with our eldest daughter’s 
University Graduation ceremony in Dunedin.  Thanks to those who did manage to turn up.  The only 
thing I have heard about the night is that we do need to alternate our venues more so suggestions for 
this year’s dinner gladly accepted  
 
We usually have a list of all the upcoming shows and sales for the year but at this time we do not have 
the list collated as our Federation books have not arrived yet.  We hope to have it ready for next month’s 
newsletter.  I hear there are some new sales this year so fingers crossed   The Rotorua Bird Club has 
done up a list on their Facebook page which we have linked to ours so if you are interested, check out 
what they have collected. 
 
The Nationals are in Christchurch this year (in keeping with the alternating North Island/South Island 
venues) so plenty of time to save up if you are interested in going. 
 
I am always open to articles to attach to the newsletter. This month I am resending last February’s article 
from Top Flite as it is still relevant, especially for this time of year. See the back page for this. 
 
I am also most definitely open to ideas for or actual Guest Speakers to come and talk to us. I seem to 
remember we may have one or two lined up this year but need to confirm these.  The more the merrier.  
 
February Club Night: Wednesday 08 February 2016 from 7.30pm 
This month’s meeting is our usual welcome back meeting so bring your breeding stories or questions 
along.  I hear we may have a few new faces this month so please do welcome them if you see someone 
new. 
 
Breeding Season 
I hope everyone is having a good season so far.  Any problems, don’t forget we have oodles of 
experience in the club that we can tap into.  Feel free to ask questions and I am sure someone will be 
able to provide some assistance.   
 
Seed Sales 
For those with smaller flocks or you need something before the seed order, there are smaller seed sizes 
being sold by the Club at the monthly meetings of the common (and some not so common) seeds.  See 
Jan and Denise on club night.  
 
March Seed Order 
The next seed order is due in March.  Bill will have the prerequisite paperwork at the March club night as 
always. 
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Exhibition – Saturday 15 April 2016 
This year’s Exhibition will be back in the usual April timeslot.  Fortunately or Unfortunately (depending on 
how you look it) we have managed to hid the dreaded Easter Weekend this year as well as the first week 
of the school holidays. Double Whammy!! Maybe we can work this to our advantage some how  
 
We will have a quick pass over the exhibition tasks at the March club night then the full deal on the week 
before (April 12).  The quick pass will cover the things we need to do beforehand and the full deal will 
confirm all of the usual tasks and assignments. 
 
Exhibition - Raffle 
Please start bringing non-perishable items for the raffle(s) at the Exhibition.  We can store these in the 
cupboard ready for the raffle on the day. 
 
Club Library 
The latest Birdkeeper magazines are available for loan amongst a selection of other books.  Don’t forget: 
if you can think of any other books that may be suitable for the Club to purchase, feel free to let Janice 
and Noel know.  We are having major problems finding up-to-date additions/replacements for the library 
so any help will be much appreciated. 
 
Club Rules: 
We are bound by a set of rules – our constitution – the little green book! If you do not have one of these, 
get a note/email to Don (Treasurer) for your copy. 
 
Bird Database: 
If Helen has not contacted you about your birds for the database, feel free to either approach her at the 
meeting or call her (number is at the top).  The club gets many queries about birds, whether someone is 
interested in buying or selling or just general information regarding a particular bird breed. Should a 
query come in, the database can be consulted and the database manager can then contact the member 
in question. At this point it is up to the member whether they contact the person querying or not – this is 
not compulsory.  Also, the only person contacting the member will be the database manager – no one 
else, including other club members, will get contact details.  All information remains confidential. 
 
Club Website: 
Remember if you can’t find a newsletter or want to ask a question, or have birds for sale/want to buy – 
go to our Club’s website (http://www.kapitibirdclub.org.nz/).  Remember this and you can advise other 
people interested in birds to check out the website or join the Club!  I have added links to a couple of 
forums we use a lot and a couple of others I found.  If you have any good links you want to share with 
the members, please let me know and I will get them added. 
 
Helen has also spoken to most of the lower North Island clubs and we have their permission to publish 
their newsletters on our website as well so feel free to check out what they are doing.  NZ Federation 
minutes are available to read on club nights and on the website as well. 
 
Club Facebook Page: 
Check out our Facebook page - search for Kapiti Bird Club. 
 
Raffle 
Some have been commenting about always having the same old raffle prizes each month.  When 
previously asked, members said foddie-type prizes are best but if you have ideas for other suitable raffle 
prizes, let us know and we can put your ideas to the members. Some of us love the meat packs that 
usually come up, even if we never seem to win them  
 
Federation Newsletter: 
There will be a copy of these on the table beside the name tags for those who are interested.  They 
come out every two months. 
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Our Top Tips for Pest Control (Courtesy of our friends at Top Flight) 
 
With the weather getting warmer, trying to keep bugs at bay can be a challenge. At Topflite we do our 
very best to ensure quality, consistent & clean products. Keeping areas where seed is stored clean of old 
seed and dust is very important. Considerable time is spent cleaning by the Topflite team to ensure our 
operation remains bug free.  
 
At this time of year, bugs like weevils & mealy moths can become an issue for dry goods like animal 
foods, especially if they have been sitting around for long periods, so we thought we’d give you a heads 
up on what to look out for & how to eradicate bugs.  
 
What to Look Out For…  
• Webbing that looks like spider webs or cotton wool in or around your stock & storage areas  
• Larvae or little wriggly grubs in or around your stock & storage areas  
• Moths flying around   
What to Do Next…  
• Isolate affected stock & place in freezer for at least 3 days to kill the pests.  
• Clean all hard surfaces with warm soapy water  
• Spray area with pesticide suitable for use around food & animals  
• Sprinkle Diatomaceous Earth (DE) on dry hard surfaces 
 
 How to prevent bugs becoming a problem…  
• Rotate stock to ensure oldest stock is used first, check for coloured sewing thread on Topflite 
bags (10kg & 20kg only). The current colour of thread will be noted on our seasonal newsletter.  
• Keep all racking & storage areas clean & tidy  
• Ensure all team members are on bug patrol and know what to look for so any issue can be 
detected and rectified before it becomes too widespread.  
 


