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“Chirp & Squawk” 

November 2015 Newsletter 
Next Club Night: Wednesday 11 November 

7.30pm-9.30pm – Guest Speaker 
Hayden Van Hoof 

 
President’s Report: 
This past month seems to have sped on by which means one month closer to Xmas  See below for 
Xmas Dinner details. 
 
A big welcome to our newest members: Gaylene Williams and her daughter Stevie Brown.  When you do 
see them, please make them feel welcome. 
 
It has been a very quiet year this year all round, so if you have anything for the newsletter, feel free to 
send it to me and I will add it in. 
 
November Club Night:  
7:30-9:30pm Guest Speaker - Hayden Van Hoof 
Our guest speaker this month is Hayden van Hoof, who was a junior member of our Club for many years 
and remained a member until he moved away. He is going to tell us how he got into birds then moved on 
into an interest in the larger parrots.  He will relate to us what he has learnt from attending The Parrot 
Conference this year plus another event on Incubators. Finally, he will talk about his new job at 
Staglands. This will be a very laid back chat so make sure you don’t miss out. He will also have his pet 
Rook Charlie with him. 
 
December Club Night: Xmas Dinner 
A booking for Christmas Dinner has been made at the Waikanae Club, over the railway line in Waikanae 
for Wednesday 09 December 2015 from 6:30pm.  We have a room to ourselves that will accommodate 
up to 24 people, so the first 24 people on the list will be the lucky ones this year (we had this number last 
year but had a few extras we didn’t know about turn up).  The list will be out on Club Night for you to 
advise if you would like to come.  For those who told me on the way out the door at last month’s meeting 
that you were coming, please ensure your name is on the list next week as I had already locked it up at 
the time and cannot remember who it was that said they were going. 
 
If you are unable to come to the meeting but would like to come to the Xmas dinner, please let Adam or 
Helen know (numbers at the top). 
 
The dinner is a fixed menu but I understand it is in a smorgasbord format (menu will be at the end for 
your perusal).  The cost is $32 per head but the committee voted the other night that this year, instead of 
putting money towards the alcohol which mostly doesn’t get used up, we will put $5 per head towards 
the meal instead, thus the cost to you will be $27 per head. 
 
Don’t forget your secret santa present.  Each person is to spend no more than $5 on a little gift to hand 
out and we have had a few requests that this year there is no chocolate   Let’s see how many different 
pressie types we can get this year. 
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Subscriptions: 
There are still a few of you yet to pay. Subscriptions are due from 1 August 2015.  Subscription prices 
are the same as last year – Partnership or Family $20; Single $15; Junior $5; Federation Year Book 
(comes out January of the following year) $10.  Please remember to fill out your subscription form when 
you submit your payment as this is used to keep track of who our members are. You still need to fill out a 
form if you pay by internet banking – just hand it in on a club night. Thank you for those who have 
already paid. 
 
Seed Order 
A reminder that our next seed order will be done at November's club night. Seed order forms will be  
available on the night. If you are unable to attend November’s meeting, please ensure you contact Bill  
before the weekend if you want to order some seed.  Next order is not until March.  Also a reminder that  
pickup will be on Saturday 21st 10-11am at the container at the Met Office.  If you order and cannot pick 
up on that day, please ensure you make alternative arrangements with Bill or Adam so we are not 
waiting around at the container.  Remember, Bill no longer works at the Met Office, so you cannot just 
pop down during the week any more. 
 
Breeding Season 
I hope everyone is having a good season so far.  Any problems, don’t forget we have oodles of 
experience in the club that we can tap into.  Feel free to ask questions and I am sure someone will be 
able to provide some assistance.   
 
Seed Sales 
For those with smaller flocks or you need something before the seed order, there are smaller seed sizes 
being sold by the Club at the monthly meetings of the common (and some not so common) seeds.  See 
Jan and Denise on Club night.  
 
Bird Database: 
If Helen has not contacted you about your birds for the database, feel free to either approach her at the 
meeting or call her (number is at the top).  The Club gets many queries about birds, whether someone is 
interested in buying or selling or just general information regarding a particular bird breed. Should a 
query come in, the database can be consulted and the database manager can then contact the member 
in question. At this point it is up to the member whether they contact the person querying or not – this is 
not compulsory.  Also, the only person contacting the member will be the database manager – no one 
else, including other Club members, will get contact details.  All information remains confidential. 
 
Club Library 
The new Gloster Canary books have finally arrived and have been handed over to Noel and Janice for 
inclusion to the Club Library.  There are two copies available so first up best dressed. 
 
Club Rules: 
We are bound by a set of rules – our constitution – the little green book! We have been a bit lax these 
last few years and some members may not have a copy. Get a note/email to Don (Treasurer) for your 
copy or Helen (Secretary) will have spare copies at the Club meetings. 
 
Club Website: 
Remember if you can’t find a newsletter or want to ask a question, or have birds for sale/want to buy – 
go to our Club’s website (http://www.kapitibirdclub.org.nz/).  Remember this and you can advise other 
people interested in birds to check out the website or join the Club!  I have added links to a couple of 
forums we use a lot and a couple of others I found.  If you have any good links you want to share with 
the members, please let me know and I will get them added. 
 
Helen has also spoken to most of the lower North Island clubs and we have their permission to publish 
their newsletters on our website as well so feel free to check out what they are doing.  NZ Federation 
minutes are available to read on club nights and on the website as well. 
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Raffle 
Yes, you guessed it: the Williams clan won again LOL!  Even when they try not to (don’t buy me a ticket 
he says) they do (she did anyway).  Let’s try and get someone else to win for a change  $1 per ticket.  
Someone else must have good luck somewhere. 
  
Federation Newsletter 
There will be a copy of these on the table beside the name tags for those who are interested.  They 
come out every two months. 
 
Wanted, Buy, Sell or Exchange: 
The website now has a form that you can fill in for Wanted, Buy, Sell or Exchange so people (members 
and non-members alike) can submit their requests from the website.  Eventually (once I get some spare 
time) there will be a page where all WBSE requests will be listed for all to see.  The listings will have no 
contact details displayed other than the webmaster, who will then pass any queries on to the relevant 
advertiser in confidence, who will then decide whether they wish to follow up on the query. Thus there 
will be no direct website interaction to advertisers.  If you are interested in any of the entries below, 
contact me and I will pass on the relevant details to you. 
 
 

Xmas Dinner Menu 
 

Main: 
Honey Glazed Champagne Ham off the Bone 

Herb Crusted Slow Roasted Beef 
 

Roasted Medley of Pumpkin & Kumara 
New Minted Potatoes 

Medley of Fresh Seasonal Vegetables 
Hot Vegetable Bake 

Minted Peas 
Tossed Mescalin Salad Greens 

All served with Traditional Condiments 
 

Dessert: 
Christmas Pudding served with Ice Cream & Brandy Custard 

Lemon Cheesecake served with Fresh Whipped Cream 
Pavlova 

Fresh Fruit Salad & Whipped Cream 
Christmas cake 


