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  “Chirp & Squawk” 

November 2014 Newsletter 
Next Club Night: Wednesday 12 November 

7.30pm-9.30pm – Guest Speaker 
Stephen Silk – Federation President 

 
 

President’s Report: 
It’s been a real busy month so will make this newsletter quick.   
 
Last month’s club night was an around the circle event. Lots of interesting information was passed 
around.  Don’t forget - we as a club have a lot of experience on tap so if you are having problems, feel 
free to ask.  No doubt someone will have some pearls of wisdom to impart. 
 
It’s almost that time again for Xmas Dinner.  See below for next month’s details. 
 
Don’t forget Subscriptions are now overdue. There are still a few of you yet to pay. 
 
November Club Night:  
7:30-9:30pm Guest Speaker - Stephen Silk – Federation President 
November's speaker is our Federation President Stephen Silk.  He will be updating us on what the 
Federation has been up to over the last few months and what they are trying to achieve going forward. 
There will also be an open forum as he would like some feedback from us about what the Federation can 
do for us as a club, so bring your ideas along.  Time permitting he also has a video of the inside of a 
birdroom of the one top Gloster breeders in the UK and for something a bit different he may get time to 
have a quick talk about the experience of running the 2013 New York marathon which he and his wife 
both competed in.  
 
So do make sure to get along and hear what he has to say.  This will be a goodie! 
 
December Club Night: Xmas Dinner 
A booking for Christmas Dinner has been made at Fisherman's Table for Wednesday 10 December 
2014 from 6:30pm.  The format will be the same as last year - ie. we have booked as a group, but not 
specifically for Xmas Dinner, as this would then require a fixed menu option to be used. This way we all 
get to order what we want (or don't as the case may be) and everyone/groups have separate accounts.  
We need to have an estimate of numbers for them by Monday 08 December so please put your names 
down on the list at November’s Club Night.  If you are unable to come to the November meeting, please 
ensure you advise Adam or Helen if you wish to attend the dinner. 
  
Subscriptions: 
Subscriptions are due from 1 August 2014.  Thank you to all those who have already paid.  For those 
few who have not paid yet, please contact Adam, Helen or Don.  You know who you are and so do we  
Subscription prices are the same as last year – Partnership or Family $20; Single $15; Junior $5; 
Federation Year Book (comes out January of the following year) $10.   

http://www.kapitibirdclub.org.nz/


 

 
Breeding Season 
I hope everyone is having a good season so far.  Any problems, don’t forget we have oodles of 
experience in the club that we can tap into.  Feel free to ask questions and I am sure someone will be 
able to provide some assistance.   
 
Seed Sales 
For those with smaller flocks or you need something before the seed order, there are smaller seed sizes 
being sold by the Club at the monthly meetings of the common (and some not so common) seeds.  See 
Jan and Denise on club night.  
 
Parkwood Lodge, Waikanae 
We are still looking for a volunteer to talk to the residents at Parkwood Lodge, Waikanae. They run a 
LovaPet session fortnightly on a Friday from 1.30-3pm and was wondering if there was anyone in our 
club that could spare the time to come and talk to the residents about their passion for birds, play a DVD 
on the subject and bring some live animals in for visual stimuli.  If anyone is able to help out please let 
Helen know asap. 
 
Seed Order 
A reminder that our next seed order will be done at November's club night. Seed order forms will be  
available on the night. If you are unable to attend November’s meeting, please ensure you contact Bill  
before the weekend if you want to order some seed.  Next order is not until March.  Also a reminder that  
pickup will be on Saturday 22nd 10-11am at the container at the Met Office. 
 
Club Library 
Noel and Janice have sorted through the books and added another selection of books for you to read. 
They also ask that if you have any outstanding books to please return them. The latest Birdkeeper 
magazines are also available for loan.  Don’t forget: if you can think of any other books that may be 
suitable for the Club to purchase, feel free to let our new librarians know.  We are having major problems 
finding up-to-date additions/replacements for the library so any help will be much appreciated. 
 
Club Rules: 
We are bound by a set of rules – our constitution – the little green book! We have been a bit lax these 
last few years and some members may not have a copy. Get a note/email to Don (Treasurer) for your 
copy or Helen (Secretary) will have spare copies at the Club meetings. 
 
Bird Database: 
If Helen has not contacted you about your birds for the database, feel free to either approach her at the 
meeting or call her (number is at the top).  The club gets many queries about birds, whether someone is 
interested in buying or selling or just general information regarding a particular bird breed. Should a 
query come in, the database can be consulted and the database manager can then contact the member 
in question. At this point it is up to the member whether they contact the person querying or not – this is 
not compulsory.  Also, the only person contacting the member will be the database manager – no one 
else, including other club members, will get contact details.  All information remains confidential. 
 
Club Website: 
Remember if you can’t find a newsletter or want to ask a question, or have birds for sale/want to buy – 
go to our Club’s website (http://www.kapitibirdclub.org.nz/).  Remember this and you can advise other 
people interested in birds to check out the website or join the Club!  I have added links to a couple of 
forums we use a lot and a couple of others I found.  If you have any good links you want to share with 
the members, please let me know and I will get them added. 
 
Helen has also spoken to most of the lower North Island clubs and we have their permission to publish 
their newsletters on our website as well so feel free to check out what they are doing.  NZ Federation 
minutes are available to read on club nights and on the website as well. 

http://www.kapitibirdclub.org.nz/


 

 
Raffle 
Don’t forget to get your tickets for this month’s raffle.  These have been selling very well so don’t miss 
out! 
 
Federation Newsletter: 
There will be a copy of these on the table beside the name tags for those who are interested.  They 
come out every two months. 
 
2015 Exhibition 
In the past we have deliberately ensured we did not have it the same weekend as the Sustainable Home 
and Garden Show next door at Kapiti Primary School.  Next year we are trying something slightly 
different – we are aiming to coincide with said Home and Garden Show.  The main advantage of this is 
we will have access to a lot more foot traffic past our exhibition heading to or from the Garden Show.  
The main disadvantage is no parking for our potential customers.  We have decided to give this a go 
once and see how things go.  If it turns out a bad idea we will go back to the usual second weekend in 
April for 2016.  I have penciled in what is currently the known weekend for the 2015 show (21 March 
2015) but as the date is yet to be confirmed by KCDC, Kae, the new Community Centre Manager knows 
we want to have it the same weekend and will move it as required.  At this stage, we are first on the list 
for the PakNSave Hall, but it is dependent on what the council have planned for the PakNSave Hall for 
the Garden Show as they will have first dibs on the venue.  Kae does want something to be happening 
on the Community side that weekend and perhaps that is us!  Watch this space… 
 
Year Book Updates 
At the 2014 A.G.M. a remit was passed to have members classed in one of three categories: 
Champions, Novice or Non-Showing. The reason for the remit is to clearly define exhibitors and amateur 
breeders, who do not exhibit.  Why this was deemed necessary I am not sure and what the implications 
on being NS and then wanting to show later that same year is also unknown.  I have asked for 
clarification but will also ask Stephen next week. As such, someone will be contacting all members to 
confirm their status for the 2015 yearbook.  We do know those who currently show but will be checking 
with everyone all the same. 
  
Members of Parent Clubs or Societies are categorized as; 
  
Champion (C): a member who exhibits and has attained Champion status.  
Novice (N): a member who exhibits and has not attained Champion status. 
Non Showing (NS): a member who does not exhibit. 

 
 

Finch Photo Competiton 
Bill and Bev Kayes from The NZ Finch Breeders Association (also past members of KBC) have asked 
we pass on the Photographic Competition shown on the back page.  The competition is open to juniors 
aged 16yrs and under.  If you have or know of anyone who may be interested in entering this 
competition, feel free to pass on the back page. 



 

 


