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  “Chirp & Squawk” 

July 2014 Newsletter 

 

Next Club Night: Wednesday 09 July 
6.30pm-9.30pm – Pot Luck Dinner 

 
President’s Report: 
Apologies for the lateness of this month’s newsletter.  I have been on leave this week and lost track of 
which weekend this was due out. 
 
For those who missed last month’s meeting, you missed two exciting events. 
 
First was an awesome speaker in Gus Evans who went down a treat.  The club gave him a gift basket as 
an official thank you for his support of our Exhibition over the past few years with donations of plants for 
us to sell. He promised to continue this support in the years to come. Thanks Gus. 
 
The second event kind of went pear-shaped but we did it anyway.  A surprise thank you and going away 
presentation was organized for Roy and Shirley Allerby as they are leaving Kapiti after many years and 
moving to the Wairarapa to be closer to family.  As such we had organized a surprise historical 
presentation by Rob West on the Allerby’s involvement with the Kapiti Bird Club over the years and a 
nice going away gift basket and flowers as a thank you from the club for all they have done.  Being Life 
Members of the club they will still be able to come to our meetings and such whenever they wish, but 
being in the Wairarapa now will make that few and far between.  Unfortunately as the saying goes “the 
best laid plans of mice and men”, the Allerby’s were unable to attend on the night due to Roy being kept 
in hospital that night after a routine check-up and Shirley obviously too tired to attend after a long day 
waiting at the hospital. But, we went ahead anyway as we knew that is what they would have wanted. 
 
A big thank you to Rob for his history presentation and to all those who brought extra munchies for the 
supper.  Helen and I delivered the gift basket and flowers to Shirley the next morning, who was totally 
unaware of what had transpired the previous night. 
 
To Roy and Shirley, good luck for your future move to the Wairarapa and thank you for the support you 
both have provided to the Kapiti Bird Club over the years.  You are always welcome to come back to visit 
whenever you feel the need  
 
Club Night: Wednesday 09 July 2014 
6:30-9:30pm Pot Luck Dinner 
This month is our Pot Luck Dinner night.  Please note the earlier start time of 6:30pm.  For new members 
who don’t know about this, we all bring one dish (starter, main or dessert) to share for dinner, your own  
glass to drink from and have a nice meal, drink and conversation.   There is enough cutlery and crockery 
at the venue to cover everyone – it’s just glasses that are in short supply. 
 
Previously we have had a list for people to jot down what course they were bringing but it seems to be 
the general consensus that we wing it and take it as it comes. So, if we end up with everyone bringing 
dessert – well I guess we all get fatter in July .  The club will provide some liquid refreshments as usual 
but unless you want to drink out of a coffee cup, please remember to bring your own drinking vessel.  
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August’s Club Night: 
This will be a club night with discussions and passing around of information in preparation for the 
impending breeding season.  I call upon all members to bring something to the circle, be it knowledge, 
an item or past experiences that can help any and all members over the breeding season.  Everyone will 
get a go so have something ready.  It would be great to have experienced members also pass on 
knowledge to the less experienced members. 
 
Seed Order 
Bill (or Adam in Bill’s absence) will have order forms available at July’s Pot Luck Dinner evening.  Orders 
need to be with Bill by Saturday 12th 6pm at the latest.  Remember: no order form – no order!  Seed will 
be available for pickup the following Saturday 19th between 10am and 11am at the Bird Club’s 
container housed at the Met Office, Tahi Road, Paraparaumu.  For those who have not been to the 
container before, go through the white gates (Met Office) at the end of Tahi Road and follow the road 
around to the far back of the buildings and around to the right of the buildings and onto the grass where 
there are large storage containers. 
 
Subscriptions: 
Subscriptions are due from 01 August 2014.  You should receive a subscription form with this newsletter.  
I will have some copies at July’s Pot Luck Dinner if you want to be keen and pay earlier .   Subscription 
prices are the same as last year – Partnership or Family $20; Single $15; Junior $5; Federation Year 
Book (comes out January of the following year) $10 or $15 if you want it posted.  Please remember to fill 
out your subscription form when you submit your payment as this is used to keep track of who our 
members are. You still need to fill out a form if you pay by internet banking – just hand it in on a club 
night. 
 
Seed Sales 
For those with smaller flocks or you need something before the seed order, there are smaller seed sizes 
being sold by the Club at the monthly meetings of the common (and some not so common) seeds.  See 
Jan and Denise on club night.  
 
Club Library 
Our new librarians – Noel and Janice Williams - have sorted through the books and have added a 
selection of new books for you to read including a number of parrot books Phil Eglinton recently donated 
to the club. They also ask that if you have any outstanding books to please return them. The latest 
Birdkeeper magazines are available for loan.  Don’t forget: if you can think of any other books that may 
be suitable for the Club to purchase, feel free to let our new librarians know.  We are having major 
problems finding up-to-date additions/replacements for the library so any help will be much appreciated. 
 
Show Season: 
Show Season is in its final month. There are still some shows to go, along with the Nationals in Gore at 
the end of the month.  Check the end of the newsletter for remaining show dates and when your forms 
need to be in by. Helen is sometimes sent a copy from various clubs for the Club to use, check with her if 
you want a Schedule for a particular Club. Congratulations to all who have showed and had successes 
so far and good luck for the coming months. 
 
Club Rules: 
We are bound by a set of rules – our constitution – the little green book! We have been a bit lax these 
last few years and some members may not have a copy. Get a note/email to Don (Treasurer) for your 
copy or Helen (Secretary) will have spare copies at the Club meetings. 
 
Bird Database: 
If Helen has not contacted you about your birds for the database, feel free to either approach her at the 
meeting or call her (number is at the top).  The club gets many queries about birds, whether someone is 
interested in buying or selling or just general information regarding a particular bird breed. Should a 
query come in, the database can be consulted and the database manager can then contact the member 
in question. At this point it is up to the member whether they contact the person querying or not – this is 
not compulsory.  Also, the only person contacting the member will be the database manager – no one 
else, including other club members, will get contact details.  All information remains confidential. 



 

 
Club Website: 
Remember if you can’t find a newsletter or want to ask a question, or have birds for sale/want to buy – 
go to our Club’s website (http://www.kapitibirdclub.org.nz/).  Remember this and you can advise other 
people interested in birds to check out the website or join the Club!  I have added links to a couple of 
forums we use a lot and a couple of others I found.  If you have any good links you want to share with 
the members, please let me know and I will get them added. 
 
Helen has also spoken to most of the lower North Island clubs and we have their permission to publish 
their newsletters on our website as well so feel free to check out what they are doing.  NZ Federation 
minutes are available to read on club nights and on the website as well. 
 
Wanted, Buy, Sell or Exchange: 
The website now has a form that you can fill in for Wanted, Buy, Sell or Exchange so people (members 
and non-members alike) can submit their requests from the website.  Eventually (once I get some spare 
time) there will be a page where all WBSE requests will be listed for all to see.  The listings will have no 
contact details displayed other than the webmaster, who will then pass any queries on to the relevant 
advertiser in confidence, who will then decide whether they wish to follow up on the query. Thus there 
will be no direct website interaction to advertisers.  If you are interested in any of the entries below, 
contact me and I will pass on the relevant details to you. 
 
Wanted: 

 Yorkshire Canary Hen 

 Java Sparrows Fawn or Cream, unrelated Breeding Pairs. 
 
For Sale: 

 Parrot nest logs for most parrots available now. Phone Phil on (04) 9023027 
 

 
2014 Remaining Show Schedule: 
 
 Palmerston North Bird Club - Saturday/Sunday 5-6 July: (Closing date 23 June) 

 Piako Bird Club - Saturday/Sunday 12-13 July:  

 North Otago Bird Club - Saturday/Sunday 12-13 July:  

 Auckland Metro Bird Club - Saturday/Sunday 19-20 July:  

 82nd Grand National Bird Show, Gore - Friday/Saturday/Sunday 31 July-1st-2nd August:  
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