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  “Chirp & Squawk” 
October 2013 Newsletter 

 

Next Club Night: Wednesday 9 October 
7.30pm-9.30pm – Guest Speaker -  

Community Centre, Ngahina Street, Paraparaumu 
 
 

President’s Report 
Thanks to all that turned up last month and had fun with the bird identification exercises that I threw 
together due to a lack of a speaker. We had a little bit of everything so hopefully everyone had some 
successes there and also had some learning’s on those they didn’t know or recognize.  We have a 
speaker booked for this month – see below for details. 
 
Our drench acquisition mission has taken a backward step so we are trying a new plan or two. Will 
advise once we get something sorted. 
 
Juniors 
If we have any of our Juniors who are still interested in this session, please contact Helen or Adam and 
we will organize a speaker for you. Parents of Juniors, feel free to contact us too so we can put together 
a plan to help our younger members in our hobby however we are able. 
 
Guest Speaker - Yvonne from Time Bank 
What is the Time Bank? How does it work?  How can I help? How can it help me?  All will be revealed 
next week.  Come and listen to Yvonne who will explain it all for us. 
 
November’s Club Night: Guest Speaker - To Be Confirmed 
 
Breeding Season 
Hope everyone is having a good season so far.  Any problems, don’t forget we have oodles of 
experience in the club that we can tap.  Feel free to ask questions and I am sure someone will be able to 
provide some assistance.  As always we have a short session prior to our Guest taking over which is an 
ideal time to field these queries. 
 
Seed Order 
We will be doing a seed order next month, the last one for this year, so stock up well. You can get 
the order forms at our November meeting. 
 
Christmas Dinner 
We are awaiting confirmation of pricing from Fisherman’s Table.  We hope to have these for the meeting 
night. 
 

http://www.kapitibirdclub.org.nz/


 

Subscriptions 
Subscriptions are now overdue (due from 01 August 2013).  Subscription forms were included with 
August’s newsletter.  Subscription prices are the same as last year – Partnership or Family $20; Single 
$15; Junior $5; Federation Year Book (comes out January of the following year) $10 or $15 if you want it 
posted.  Please remember to fill out your subscription form when you submit your payment as this is 
used to keep track of who our members are. You still need to fill out a form if you pay by internet banking 
– just hand it in on a club night. Alternatively they can be paid by Direct Credit to the clubs account. 
01-0731-0067815-00 putting your surname in as reference. 
Those getting a newsletter delivered will see a subscription status just below your name and address.  
Emailed newsletters will have a reminder in the email itself. 
 
NZ Federation Buddy Clubs 
Hi All,  
Once again, the NZ Federation of Bird Clubs has allocated members of the committee to several 
clubs…….I am your Buddy! 
The main objective is based on a two-way positive system whereby communication between the buddy 
and the Club is encouraged; I keep you in touch with Federation events/happenings and you keep me in 
touch with similar from your Club side of things. If you have any 
questions/problems/recommendations/advice/rulings that need clarifying etc, please contact me in the 
first instance. The Federation usually has a  skype meeting the third Wednesday of each month. If you 
are not getting the Minutes fairly promptly after these meetings, or the NZ Federation Newsletter (NB. 
None last month!) please let me know.  
We encourage you and your members to communicate with the Federation as we want a pro-active, 
united approach to boost the interest and following of birdkeeping throughout NZ. Remember, if you 
don't let us know what you want, we can't do anything about it! 
I hope those of you who went to the National in Napier enjoyed it & let's hope for a good turn-out to 
support the Southland Club in Gore next year. Here's hoping for a great breeding season; from most 
accounts, there hasn't  been a 'great one' for a while?! 
Remember, keep in touch and please don't hesitate to contact me at anytime.  
Yours in Birds, 
Dave Nicholson 
09 576 2535; 021 237 0453 
 
NZ Federation Newsletters 
Copies of the monthly Newsletters are in a folder by the name tags box every month.  Also copies of 
newsletters received from Auckland Metro Bird Club and a few of the lower North Island clubs. There are 
some great articles in these.  If you want copies emailed please see Helen. 
 
Kapiti News Newspaper – Join A Club Article 
An email was sent around the Committee for a decision on ad size and an ad was placed in Wednesday 
18th September’s newspaper.  A copy of this will be at the October Club meeting. 
 
Club Rules 
We are bound by a set of rules – our constitution – the little green book!  Get a note/email to Don 
(Treasurer) for your copy or Helen (Secretary) will have spare copies at the Club meetings.  Next 
Committee meeting is Monday 4 November. 
 
Club Library 
The latest Birdkeeper magazines are now available for loan.  Don’t forget: if you can think of any other 
books that may be suitable for the Club to purchase, feel free to let Bev know.  We are having major 
problems finding up-to-date additions/replacements for the library so any help will be much appreciated.  
We also have some books available for purchase – gold coin donation accepted.  There is a large 
selection of books available for members to take out for one month (or more – just ask). 
 



 

Seed Table Sales: 
For those with smaller flocks or you need something before the seed order, there are smaller seed sizes 
being sold by the Club at the monthly meetings of the common (and some not so common) seeds.   
 
At the October meeting there will also be sacking for nesting ($1.50) and some catching nets.   
 
See Jan/Lyn at the seed table on club night. 
 
Club Website 
Remember if you can’t find a newsletter or want to ask a question, or have birds for sale/want to buy – 
go to our Club’s website (www.kapitibirdclub.org.nz).  Remember this and you can advise other people 
interested in birds to check out the website or join the Club!  Please note we have been given permission 
to upload newsletters on our website from the following clubs: Auckland Metro, Hutt Valley, Tararua, 
Upper Hutt, Wairarapa and NZ Federation (although these are also available on the Federation website).  
Keep an eye out for this new feature. 
We have also added the buy, sell, swap section and uploaded photos (where available). 
 
Raffle 
Don’t forget to get your tickets for this month’s raffle.  These have been selling very well so don’t miss 
out! Just $1 a ticket. 
 
Egg Collection 
Helen is still after more eggs for the egg collections.  Please think of her before you dispose of your 
infertile eggs. 
 
Buy, Sell or Swap: (Contact Helen who will pass on your details) 
These have been updated on the website. 
 
NZ Federation September Newsletter: 
Helpful Hints! 

1) Mite can be a real problem for parents and baby birds in the nest. Sprinkle the nest/pad/box with D.E 
(Diatomaceous Earth) which is sold in a 200gms container for around $24.95 at Animates. It’s a 100% 
natural product but just the same, avoid inhaling the dust and wear eye protection. A good idea is to 
break it down into smaller quantities and give or sell it to other club members. 

2) A great cleaner, guaranteed to kill - you guessed it…99.9% of germs (including E.coli & Salmonella) is 
Dettol’s Multi Purpose Eucalyptus-Blossom sold by PaknSave in a 500ml spray bottle. Check the directions 
carefully & avoid eye & skin contact. I have used it for a final clean of my breeding cages 2 days prior to 
putting my birds in them. I am also optimistic that the eucalyptus content might keep any invasive mice at 
bay too. Smells good! 

3) Many breeders have reported poor fertility in recent years. The remedy could be: Soluvite D which is a 
powder vitamin supplement with increased Vitamin D3 for use in water or added to softfood & seed. The 
nova roof/clearlite over our aviaries, does NOT let the full beneficial sun’s rays through, thus causing a 
deficiency in Vitamin D, essential in fertilityof eggs and healthy growth of chicks. A Vetafarm product, try 
your Topflite rep; it’s around $28 for 100gms. 

4) Bird/Accessories Sales at your meetings. Why just have an annual bird sale? Try having one or two during 
your usual meeting nights/days; properly promoted in the community, it’s also a good way of attracting 
potential new members to the club. If you do, TALK to the new people & make sure you GIVE them a 
MEMBERSHIP FORM! 

 
 



 

Recommended dosage rates for animals and livestock 

How Diatomaceous Earth Works 
Diatomaceous Earth or Fossil Shell Flour are the fossilised remains of one-celled plants (phytoplankton) called diatoms that 
are mined in Nevada from the South Western region of the USA. 
Examined under a microscope and magnified 7000x these tiny diatoms appear as spiny honeycombs or tiny cheese-grater 
like cylinders.  These microscopic cylinders are extremely hard and sharp.  
On the hardness scale, diamonds are 9, DE is 7, insect- exo-skeletons are typically rated at 3. 
The tiny particles of the sharp and hard DE stick to the insect, abrasively rub through and serrate their epi-cuticle and joints, 
absorb their bodily fluids and they die of dehydration.  This process is purely mechanical not chemical.  As such there is no 
build up or chemical residue, the insect cannot build up immunity or become tolerant to it.   
There is no plant or livestock with-holding period for human consumption. 
DE is a desiccant.  It absorbs moisture – some six times its own weight.  
Despite Fossil Shell Flour having a debilitating and eventual fatal effect on bugs and insects it does not harm its warm 
blooded host and has no negative impact on mammals.  
Poultry, Pets and Livestock can be dusted or brushed in DE as a chemical free aid to rid themselves of external parasites such 
as fleas, ticks, mites and lice. 
As well as external parasites it also has positive benefits on internal parasitic control for poultry, farm animals, domestic pets 
and equestrian applications.  The hard and sharp honeycombs of the DE lacerate internal worms to which they release their 
grip on the intestinal walls and get passed out with the rest of the waste. 
In addition to this beneficial impact on internal parasites DE cleanses and almost ‘polishes’ the colon and intestinal passages 
at the same time.  This polishing effect removes excess mucus and bad bacterial build-ups internally which may have 
occurred over time.  This provides a greater ability to digest and absorb the feed nutrients being provided.   
Diatomaceous Earth deposit is 89 - 95 % amorphous silica.  As well as being very high in silica percentage and also contains 15 
essential trace minerals including phosphorous, selenium, calcium, sodium, potassium, magnesium, copper, zinc and iron. 
Silica is the most plentiful element on earth, following oxygen; but there are very few foods that contain an adequate 
amount to supply the quantity your body needs. Silica is crucial to bones, tendons, skin, cartilage and blood vessels. Silica is 
even located in the blood itself and important organs such as the liver, heart, and lungs. 
Mixed with your animals normal feed it promotes improved health, well-being, vitality and productivity when used on a daily 
basis. 
As well as the trace minerals, Fossil Shell Flour particles are negatively charged which is somewhat un-common in the 
elemental world.  Heavy metals, bacteria and viruses, pesticides and drug residues, E-Coli are typically positively charged.   As 
the tiny particles of DE sweep through the digestive tract they attract or draw in the positively charged nasty’s, capture them 
within their framework and consequentially pass them out as waste.  
Regular  consumers of Diatomaceous Earth report a range of potential improvements in the areas of nails/hoofs, coat/hair, 
skin, general immunity, arthritis, colitis, cholesterol levels, blood pressure, weight loss, improved sleep, increased energy, 
general well-being and health. 
Diatomaceous Earth Precautions 
It is recommended to exercise caution and using a mask especially when applying heavy applications and working with 
volume to avoid an excess of inhalation. 
Avoid getting DE in the eyes of yourself, your animals and livestock.  DE is drying to the eyes, so be aware of wind direction. 
DE can be drying to your skin, hands, and feet, similarly to your pets.  If you suffer from dry skin you may consider using 
gloves when handling. 
Some two legged mammals have the potential to experience a healing crisis (detox reaction) when beginning DE 
consumption. If this occurs, reduce the dose, increase in slow increments until RDA is reached. 

 

CANARIES, BUDGIES etc. 1 LEVEL TEASPOON TO 1KG. SEED 
Adult Cats    1 teaspoon per day 
Puppies    1/2 to 1 teaspoon p/day dependent upon size and breed 
Small Dogs under 15kg 1 teaspoon per day 
Medium Dogs 15kg – 35kg 1 tablespoon per day 
Large Dogs over 35 - 50kg 2 tablespoons per day 
Giant Dogs 50kg + 2 heaped tablespoons + per day 
Cattle, Dairy Cows, Pigs 2% of dry feed ration per day 
Chickens, Pheasants, Quail 5% mixed in feed per day  
Goats, Sheep, Alpacas, Llamas 2% in grain per day 
Horses, Ponies, Donkeys 1/2 to 1 cup in daily ration 
Zoo animals 2% in daily feed 
Two legged mammals 1 heaped tablespoons + per day 


