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President’s Report Firstly our best wishes go out to Malcolm and Jeffrey-George and we wish 

Malcolm a speedy recovery. 

 
As noted above and below, this month’s meeting is our annual mid-year 
Pot Luck Dinner. Let’s all get together for some nice company and food. 
Discussions will be on and off topic of birds no doubt but that’s the aim I 
guess – sharing a meal and a chat with friends with common interests in 
an informal setting. 
 
While I know Christmas is still five month’s off, my understanding in the 
past this has been a somewhat contentious topic. So this year we are 
going to try something new (well new to me anyway - perhaps this has 
been tried in the past before my time in the club so please bear with me).  
The two main issues for the Christmas dinner seem to be:  

 The venue 

 The cost 
Both are very valid and understandable issues and human nature means 
we can never please all of the people all of the time.  The least we can do is 
attempt to please most of the people, providing everyone has had the 
chance to put forward their opinion.  Therefore, at the next two meetings 
(the Pot Luck Dinner and August) there will be a box and some paper cube 
notes.  I would like every member (or a representative of each family 
membership) to (anonymously if you prefer) note down the following two 
items: 

 A suggestion of WHERE you would like to have Christmas dinner 

 An acceptable per-person cost point you would like to see 
If you are unable to attend the next two meetings, feel free to email me at 
president@kapitibirdclub.org.nz or call me (number top right) with your 
suggestion and cost point. All suggestions will be kept in strictest 
confidence if you so desire. 
I will tally the results and the top three venues collectively voted for will be 
approached for pricing, with a comment regarding the cost point advised.  
Whether the venues can match the cost point requested or the menu 
offered for the cost point is suitable is yet to be seen, but it’s a start. 

Pot Luck Dinner The Centre will be open from 4.30 pm on and help with setting up would 
be appreciated. Club members could start arriving from 5.30 pm onwards 
for a meal start at 6.30 pm at the latest.  Make your favourite dish and 
bring it along for all to enjoy.   The Committee will be providing some wine 
and fruit juice, but please bring your own wine glass. This is always an 
excellent evening and enjoyed by all so please mark it on your calendar 
and come along. Don’t forget, raffle tickets are available each club night 
$1 a ticket.

 Next club night: Wednesday 13 July  
 5:30 pm onwards Pot Luck Dinner 
  Community Centre, Ngahina St  
 Paraparaumu 

Committee:  Helen Kake (04) 299 0594 
  (Club Librarian) 

 Beverley Grant (04) 904 9133 
 Bill Witham  (04) 905 8784  

  Joss Hicks      (06) 364 0951 

 June Simpson  (04) 904 2330 
 Denise Mundy  (04) 902 0657 
   

mailto:president@kapitibirdclub.org.nz


 

 

Pigeon Express  For those who ordered Pigeon Express from Murray last month, he is 
bringing it to the Pot Luck Dinner night – $20 a bottle.  Please ensure you 
have your payment for Murray as he ordered this himself directly from the 
supplier. Also note there are no spares available.  Thanks Murray. 

Seed Order The seed order is due at the next club meeting.  Bill will have the order 
forms available at the Pot Luck Dinner.  Orders are required to be with 
Bill no later than Sunday evening 17 July 2011 so he can get it collated 
and ordered on Monday.  If you are unable to attend the Pot Luck Dinner, 
please ensure you call Bill with your order before the cut-off. All going 
well, the order will arrive the following Saturday 23 July 2011. If for some 
reason the seed doesn’t arrive in time, Bill will call and advise members as 
usual.  For those new members who have never ordered before, payment 
is due at time of pickup and pickup is 10:00am-12:00pm (midday) from 
the club container housed at the Paraparaumu Met Office, Tahi Road, 
Paraparaumu Beach.  Please also note some items have had a slight price 
increase, especially the 10kg bags. 

Subscriptions These are due in August - $15 person, $20 family, $5 junior.  Don will be 
sending everyone’s subscription renewal forms out with the August 
newsletter. Prompt payment would be appreciated.  The back of the 
subscription form will also contain a data security form.  We are obliged 
by law to honor member’s wishes as to what information we hold as part 
of our membership requirements is available either to other members or 
outside of the club. This includes but is not restricted to our membership 
listing in the New Zealand Federation Book released each year in January. 
This usually has name, address and phone numbers of all members but 
the data security form will allow you to have your say as to what you 
would like and not like available to others. 

Club Library Due to the Pot Luck Dinner, the club library will not be out this month, 
but you are welcome to return any books you have, or keep them until the 
August meeting.  We have been looking around for possible additions and 
replacements and anyone with ideas of new books or magazines feel free 
to drop a note into the suggestions/voting box. 

Curing Slipped Claw – John Robson 
Best Time  
When the youngster is safely voiding over the nest side is about the best time to attempt the 
cure. The method I use is quite simple. The instruments required are (a) a fine, sharp, pair of 
pointed nail scissors, (b) a pair of forceps (fine tweezers), (c) a flat rubber band 3/16 or 1/4 
inch wide.  
Procedure; 1.) Pick up a “bite” from the centre of the width of the rubber band  2.) Trim 
around the hole leaving a margin. 3.) Using the blades of the scissors stretch the rubber circle 
and place it over the toes and draw the circle up to the back toe. Withdraw the blades of the 
scissors and adjust the back toe upwards until it is touching alongside the shank of the leg 
and adjust the rubber ring to maintain the position.  
 

Slipped claw is a condition in which the hind toe is not capable of being moved forwards and 
upwards and is therefore incapable of grasping the perch. The bird while trying to perch is 
incapable of grasping and the whole foot slips from the perch in a forward, sliding movement.  
It can hardly be a congenital defect because it can be cured so easily. It is very probably 
produced by the movement of the chick inside the shell at some time during the incubation or 
of the foot being caught up on the edge of the shell during the actual hatching. The latter is 
probably the real one because in most cases cure is possible. The condition should be looked 
for at an early stage after hatching. The appearance is rather like that of a clenched fist. Any 
method of correction of the deformity should be delayed until the youngsters in the nest are 
fully feathered and almost ready to leave the nest. If early treatment is attempted, the mother 
may not tolerate it and may leave the nest.  


