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Guest Speaker: We have no guest speaker this month as we are going to have a Club night 
where, if you are having any problems, we have people who can give you help, 
and also discuss any Club related topics. These nights are very informative so for 
new members it is a must to attend. 

Seed Order: We are doing a seed order this month - Bill will have order forms on Club night. 
The order closes on Sunday 14th November and unless you hear otherwise can be 
picked up on Saturday 20th November between 10am and 12 noon. We also 
received in our last order a 10kg bag of Barley - cost $11.30 - if you want it let 
Bill know. You can phone your order to Bill on (04) 905 8784 or e-mail to 
witham@paradise.net.nz. This is our last order until March 2011 so make sure 
you order enough seed to last you until then. 

Christmas Dinner: This is at the Kapiti Club on Wednesday 8th December at 6.30 pm. We 
need a few more members to come along as I have booked for about 20 people. 
Cost $30 per head plus a small gift to the value of $5. 

Subscriptions: We have quite a few members who have not yet paid. Please join again as we 
will miss you plus you won’t be able to have seed orders or access to the Library 
and this will also be your last News Letter. 

Library:  Helen Kake has been busy with our library and feels we have some books that are 
really old but still offer information people are looking for. We would like to 
purchase some new books. Is there a book you would like to see in our library? 
Do we need books on specific topics e.g.: building aviaries or just upgrade some 
books we have. Publishers have upgraded their versions of some of our books. 
We have not bought any books for the past 10 years if not longer. Any ideas 
please let Helen know on Club night or phone (04) 299 0594. 

BBQ: Please mark your calendars - BBQ at Nga Manu Native Reserve on Sunday 13th 
February 2011. If we all meet at 1.30 pm we can see the eels being fed at 2 pm 
then have a wander around and then have the BBQ. Club will supply sausages - 
everybody bring a plate - either salad or dessert. These social get-togethers are a 
great way for members to get to know each other plus a leisurely afternoon. 

That’s it from me right now. Please note our web site address on the top of our 
newsletter. Check it out and let us know if there is anything you would like to 
see on it. Adam is going to put our newsletters on it each month. See you all on 
the 10th November. 

Kindest regards to all          June 

Wanted One brown Chinese Painted Button Quail female – preferably breeding age and a 
Silver/Grey pair or two females and one male. Contact Helen 022 601 0823 

Wanted To Buy: Bev Grant is looking for an out door aviary, suitable for budgies - one that 
you can get inside to clean it out. If you can help phone Bev on (04) 904 9133 

Wanted ½ inch punchbar netting, 9/16th punchbar wire netting – Paul 06 3672525 

Wanted Joss Hicks has just moved house and has lost her two cockatiels – does anyone 
have a couple of spare cockatiels looking for a good home? 06 3640951 

For Sale Bengalese – $20 each. New Colour canaries $60 a pair - Paul 06 3672525 

 
 
 

 Next club night: Wednesday 10 November  
 7.30 pm Community Centre, Ngahina St  
 Paraparaumu 

Committee:  Beverley Grant (04) 904 9133 
 Bill Witham  (04) 905 8784  

  Joss Hicks      (06) 364 0951 
 Adam Kake    (04) 299 0594 



 

Aviary Plants   -  Article supplied by Auckland Metro Bird Club 
 
Unfortunately, many birds are so destructive with their beaks and claws, it is virtually 
impossible to establish a balance of birds and plants in your aviary. Try rotating potted 
shrubs. Aviaries which can be successfully planted are those housing a mixed collection of 
birds, usually Finches, Softbills and Grass parakeets. In general, the most suitable plants to 
establish should be hardy, flowering shrubs or trees which can be easily pruned. Plants that 
are deciduous are good to use as winter sunlight can be well utilised. Planted aviaries are 
useful additives for the birds’ diet with nectar from the flowers, insects attracted, berries and 
fruits, all being rich in vitamins, minerals and proteins. They can also act as a perch, nest-
site, wind break or a place to escape aggressive neighbours! 
 

Consider the following: 

Bottle Brush: Ideal for shelter/ perching. Flowers attract insects. 

Citrus Trees: Look good, provide shelter/ attract insects. 

Conifers: Dwarf varieties very hardy, excellent cover for nesting Finches. 

Cotoneaster: Hardy varieties, ideal for perching & berries. 

Creepers: Passionfruit vine, Canary creeper good for shade & shelter. Honey suckle attracts 
insects & birds like the berries. 

Eucalyptus: Dwarf varieties hardy, look good, and provide shelter / perching. Flowers supply 
nectar. 

Ferns: Great ground cover & look good. 

Hibiscus: Ideal! Easily established, provides perching, attracts insects, large flowers for 
nectar, broad leaves provide windbreak, takes pruning. 

Miniature Bamboo: Good in corners for quails & finches nest sites. 

NZ Xmas Tree: Hardy, windbreak, good nesting sites, attracts insects. 

Tea Tree/ Manuka: Growing or cut, ideal for nesting/ windbreak/ insects. 

Wattle: Looks good. Perching/ insects. Don’t plant close to wire/ causes damage! 

 

Greens in the Aviary – Article supplied by Vera Pawson, Secretary, Piako Bird Club 
 
Spring is the time when we see lots of growth in our gardens, paddocks etc of lots of different 
plants and we tend to feed more to our birds as they are more readily available.  
 
The following is a short list of plants that SHOULD NOT be fed to birds. 
Amaryllis 
Larkspur Avocado 
Lilly of the Valley 
Azalea Lobelia 
Balsam Pear 
Locoweed 
Baneberry 
Marijuana Beans 
(Castor, Horse) 
Mayapple Bird of 
Paradise Mistletoe 
Black Locust 

Mock Orange Blue 
or Green Algae 
Morning Glory 
Boxwood 
Narcissus Calla 
Lilly Oak Cherry 
Oleander 
Christmas Candle 
Philodendron 
Coral Plant 
Poinsettia Castor 
Oil Plant  

Pikeweed  Potato 
Dieffenbachia 
Privet Egg plant 
Rhododendron 
Elephant’s Ear 
Rhubarb Fox 
Glove Rosary Peas 
Hemlock Sandbox 
Tree Holly 
Snowdrop 
Hyacinth Sweet 

pea Hydrangea 
Tobacco plant  
Indian Turnip  
Virginia Creeper 
Iris Wisteria Ivy – 
all types Yam 
Bean Java Bean 
Yew Jerusalem 
Cherry 
Nightshade  
Juniper 

 

You always need to be careful when pulling weeds such as chickweed, which birds love, from 
around the above plants making sure that parts of these plants are not in the chickweed when 
you feed it to your birds. Several times I have found nightshade leaves or berries amongst the 
chickweed I have pulled out so always check! 

 



 

 

Equipment available from Porters. 

    
Globular finch 
nest £1.21  

 Large coconut nest 
liner £0.30  

Nest pan wire 
hanger £1.32  

Plastic outside front 
nesting 
compartmen£3.14  

Portex plastic nest 
pan  £0.76  

Cut-out nest 
felts £2.75  

Quality Nest 
Felts  £0.35  

Sisal nest  £0.36  Small plastic next 
pan  £0.55  

Small terracotta 
canary nest 
pan  £0.88  

3" Diameter Round 
Plastic Pot £0.44 

12" Portex Oval 
Twist-on 
Perch  £0.50  

7" All Plastic 
Trough  £0.64 

7" Plastic Trough 
with Divisions/Wire 
Hooks  £1.55  

Continental Clear 
Plastic Cage 
Feeder£0.65 

Oblong Feeding 
Dish or Bath £0.49 

 

Open Top 
Feeder £0.66 

Seed & Water 
Fountain  £1.32  

Plastic Salad & 
Material Rack £0.31 

Portex Canary Seed 
Hopper 
(White)  £1.45 

 Portex Force 
Feeder  £0.75 

 Portex Plastic 
Finger Drawer  £0.16 

10ml Medication 
Micro Drinker  £0.55  

Portex Plastic 
Drinker & 
Feeder  £1.20  

Bengalese Show 
Cage Drinker  £1.65  

Budge Show Cage 
Drinker £0.35 

 

Crystal Water 
Fountain  £2.53  

Flomatic Fountain 
with Plastic 
Clip  £0.85  

 Giant 2 Hook 
Drinker  £1.10  
 

 

Small 2 Hook 
Drinker 
(White)  £0.38  

 



 

Glass Border Show 
Cage Drinker  £1.03 

Mini Clik 
Fountain  £0.38  

Plastic Border Show 
Cage Drinker  £0.90  

Plastic Drinker 
/Feeder  £0.33  

Portex Glass Bottle 
Seed & Water 
Fountain  £3.57  

Bird Room 
Thermometer  £4.35
  

Portex Plastic 
Dummy Eggs 
Budgie/Small 
Parakeet  £0.33  

Double Square 
Plastic Egg 
Drawer  £0.34 

Egg Lamp  £3.85  Egg 
Tweezers  £1.04  

Showcage 
Carrying Handle 
for 4 Cages£1.05 

Hook-on Cuttle Fish 
Clip 
£0.55 

  

Clear Plastic 
Rounds Egg 
Drawer  £0.42  

All Plastic 
Clipit  £0.31 

 Round Plastic Egg 
Drawer £0.41  

Square Plastic Egg 
Drawer  £0.30  

Portex Plastic Bottle 
Seed & Water 
Fountain   

Seed & Water 
Fountain  £1.32  

     

  Magnetic Breeding 
Record Card 
Holder  £1.04  

Portex Cuttle Fish 
Clip  £0.33 

  

 
 
 
The above pictures are most of the products available from Porters Pets in England. 
There are a few other items available, for a full list visit   http://porters.weblodge.net/ 
Feeders etc may come in a variety of colours. 
 
All the prices are in Pounds. The conversion rate at the moment is about 2:1 ie One NZ dollar is 
worth about 0.50 Pounds. 
 
June Simpson is prepared to co-ordinate a bulk order for any members interested. 

 


