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Rob's ramblings 

 

Hi to you all. 

 

Well what a winter we have had. Been a bit 

wet to say the least. I hope you 

all have been keeping warm and in good 

health and cheer along with your 

birds. The days are getting longer, the trees 

are blossoming and the birds are 

starting to nest so spring MUST be about to 

be sprung. Lets hope it is a 

nice one. 

 

Last month we had a good talk from 

Graham Sherley an Ornithologist 

originally from the days of the Wildlife 

Service who today is still actively 

working on threatened species work for 

DOC (along with his well-known 

colleague for many years Don Merton). He 

obviously has good insight and 

experience and it was interesting to hear  

how progress on the Kakapo and the 

Kokako projects are going, presented with 

very quality photos. 

 

This month we also have a conservation 

theme with Stacy Moore also from DoC 

who is going to talk to us about the Mana 

Island Project and translocation 

of Fairy Prion chicks and Speckled Skinks. 

 

So come along, meet your friends, have an 

evening out, and hear a bit about 

what is happening with our local birds 

 

See you on Wednesday. 

 

Rob 

 

Buy Sell and Swap 

 

 Cockatiel- lutino hen. 

4 months old, pet quality. 

$20. Ring Janet Bartlett, 9021010 

 

 Wanted- a breeding budgerigar. Opaline 

Green Hen. 

Please phone Paul, (06) 3575555 

 

 Aviary for sale. Built of Marine ply. 

Semi-covered with Nova Roofing, 

double door and small square welded 

mesh. 

Measures 1200 x 2400 x 2100mm. 

It is on rollers for easy moving. Very 

well constructed with new materials. 

Phone Jillaine, 9052054 

 



More on Roy & Shirley's film star birds 

 

Many of you will have heard that the Oscar 

nominee star - Samantha Morton - became 

quite ill while filming "The River Queen" 

and had to leave New Zealand until she 

becomes well again.  

 

Our dear little birdies are no longer required 

until filming resumes. We were contacted 

and asked if we could take on some 

boarders until the filming got going again. 

So we have given them a flight of their own 

in our mostly sunny backyard. When they 

were brought back from Wanganui River 

filming area, they went out to Reikorangi 

and struck all that bitterly cold snow and 

bad weather, two of them dying in the cold. 

 

We have been informed that everyone had 

been most impressed with the birds during 

the filming and they had performed well on 

camera. The producers hope that they will 

soon be able to get going again. They told 

us it was going to be a really good film and 

things will operate again just as soon as the 

leading stars return to New Zealand.  

 

We hope they do not let everyone down 

after so much money had been put into "The 

River Queen" already. In the meantime we 

have the birds back! Wonder for how long?  

 

 

Australian Birdkeeper magazine 

 

If you are a keen reader and are interested in 

a very good bird magazine then I would 

suggest you subscribe to the Australian 

Birdkeeper. This is Australia's premier cage 

and aviary magazine. If you are interested 

please see me for details- Reg. 

 

Breeding Hints 

 

Some thoughts. 

 Please bring any queries or other questions 

you have about breeding along to the 

meeting. 

 

In the lead up to pairing the birds up: 

 

Have I fed my birds a healthy diet? 

Has this included calcium? 

Have I wormed my birds? 

Have I provided suitable nest sites and 

choices within aviary? 

Are the birds selected old enough to breed? 

Are you certain you have paired up a cock 

and a hen? 

Are they healthy? 

Are they compatible? 

 

Eliminate influences that can scare or 

disrupt birds (vermin, cats, and visitors) 

 

Put in place other parasite controls. 

Spray system or hand pump to stimulate 

light rain. 

 

 

Editors note 

 

We need articles for next month’s 

newsletter. If you have something to share, 

or would like to use the Buy, Sell, or Swap 

column, please contact a committee 

member, or email to: 

witham@paradise.net.nz 

This month’s editor: Marian Witham. 

 
 

mailto:witham@paradise.net.nz


 

Advice from Shirley 

 

Charcoal: 

Charcoal fed to birds is very beneficial to 

them. It may be mixed with another food or 

given as a lump for the birds to peck at. 

Wild birds have been observed to eat 

charcoal from burnt out timber, and the 

medicinal uses of charcoal have been 

known for many years.  

 

Charcoal traps impurities within itself and 

so when fed to birds helps to purify the 

bird’s system. Being an organic substance it 

is not detrimental to your birds. 

 

The digestive system of canaries consists of 

two parts, the stomach where the food is 

broken down by chemical action of the 

gastric juices, and the gizzard where a 

grinding process takes place.  

Charcoal can be fed to your birds powdered 

and mixed with soft food, as granules mixed 

with shell grit or as a lump. A tiny amount 

is all that is required if given in the bird's 

soft food.  

 

Greater amounts can be given when mixed 

with shell grit and the birds will take the 

amount they require as they peck at the grit. 

Charcoal can make the bird's faces very 

dirty if excess is fed.  

 

Charcoal can be purchased at your local pet 

shop. "PINEMIX" is the name to ask for.  

 

Going away for the weekend?  

Try feeding your birds a piece of plain 

Madeira Cake as an extra treat. Leave a 

good big slice and they will peck away at it 

at their leisure. Another idea is to feed your 

birds a whole Weetbix or Vita-Brits 

breakfast cereal every so often. Apart from 

the vitamins etc. as listed on the packet that 

they contain, it will provide many hours of 

amusement for the birds as they slowly eat 

it away.  

 

 

 

Scaly Legs:  

Birds with scaly legs are infected with mite 

on the legs. Rub the legs with Olive Oil or 

any vegetable oil for a few days. This kills 

the mite by removing the oxygen.  

 

Never attempt to peel the scales off as this 

may cause bleeding. Some loose scales will 

come off as you massage the oil into the 

legs and this is normal.  

 

Repeat the oil massage in a few days time to 

kill off any mite that may hatch or any mite 

not killed by the first treatment.  

 

Cod Liver Oil:  

Leading up to the breeding season, when 

soaked seed is started to be given to your 

birds in the flights, try adding Cod Liver Oil 

and Wheatgerm Oil to the soaked seed. The 

oil given helps the birds to lay eggs without 

egg binding problems. 

 

It is recommended to use 1 soupspoon of 

each of the oils to one large sieve of soaked 

seed. Stir this together well and then feed to 

the birds in the flights.  

 

Tissue paper: 

White Kleenex tissue paper pegged to the 

cage front will allow the hen to make a soft 

absorbent lining to the nest. This also seems 

to stop feather plucking of young birds as 

the parents begin to want to rebuild a new 

nest. 

 



Food and Diet 

By Reg Grant 

 

By the time members read this, members 

will have taken delivery of the seed they 

ordered. About 95% of the seed ordered and 

supplied was untreated. The only main seed 

not available is White French Millet which 

is still being imported by the club's seed 

suppliers in a heat-treated condition. And in 

some of the mixes there will always be 

some seed that will have undergone 

treatment before being allowed into NZ. 

 

Over the last year the club has received a 

couple of reports on this issue. Recently the 

club received a report containing an 

analysis of both untreated and treated seed, 

and concluding that there is very little 

difference in the nutritional value of each. 

There are some differences in the tables but 

the writer does not have the technical know-

how to comment on the variances. 

 

However we do know from an earlier report 

that the main recommendation is that extra 

vitamins should be included in the diet of 

birds being fed treated seed. 

 

 

 

Let us use untreated seed as long as it is 

available. Some supplements in addition to 

vegetables and fruit and calcium products 

should be in every bird-room whether you 

are feeding untreated or treated seed and 

should be provided to your birds on a 

regular basis. 

 

All members should feed sprouted seed 

during the breeding season and you need 

untreated seed to do this. Some of you may 

also like to give your birds soaked or 

sprouted seed with or without soft food or 

supplements at other times of the year. I 

know a breeder who feeds soaked seed all 

the year round as soaking softens the seed. 

Some people microwave seed and add 

supplements. 

 

The important thing is that your birds need 

more than just seed and there are vegetables 

and fruit and a lot of supplements available 

as food or given with food and other 

supplements that can be added to their 

drinking water. 


