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Rob's ramblings 

 

 I hope you are all fit and well and the 

spring colds are keeping their distance. As 

the temperatures are starting to rise, may be 

we can think spring may be on the way. 

Last month we had Stacy and Peter Moore 

from DoC talk to us about Fairy Prion chick 

transfer to Mana Island and their other work 

with sea birds. Itwas very interesting, if not 

a bit embarrassing when I couldn't identify 

one of the Sea Bird carcasses they brought 

along. Must go back to school one day 

and bone up on some bird general 

knowledge. 

This month Shirley has arranged for Karin 

Wiley and Rick Robinson from Nature Bird 

Reserve to speak and show us their slides of 

rescuing wild birds and their care.. 

After Xmas Shirley's great list of speakers 

and meeting topics will come to an end, so 

we are after suggestions of topics and 

speakers. If you have an idea or want to 

volunteer either yourself, a friend, or 

somebody you know please let us know as 

we need your help and input. 

See you at the meeting 
 

 Rob. 

 

 

A note from the treasurer. 

 

Subs have been coming in well, but a few 

seem to have been overlooked. It would be 

a big help if any outstanding subs could be 

paid this month.  

 

 
 

October club night 
 

When:  Wednesday 13
th

 October 

Time:   7.30pm for 7.45 start 

Where: Community Centre 

 Ngahina St 

Paraparaumu 

 

Guest speaker: Karin Wiley and Rick 

Robinson. 

Subject: Wild bird rescue and care program.  

 

Buy Sell or Swap 
 

Two male cockatiels (grey) looking for new 

home. The Current owner wants to give 

away the two birds to a good home. The 

Lady has had them two years (don't know 

how old they were when she got them but 

presume not too old). They have been 

housed in a cage indoors and when one 

comes out the other wants to as well. They 

can be handled. But I do not know how 

tame they are. The owner is looking for a 

better life for the birds as she is not able to 

let the birds out enough.  

Contact Rob if interested for details. 

 

WANTED TO SELL: 
one large bird cage. (previously housed 
a galah). $60 or near offer. 
contact: Mary.... 298.5987. 
 

 

 



 
 
DID YOU KNOW: - That in 6 months 
one pair of mice can be responsible for 
2000 offspring!  
After mating, in 18 days, they give birth 
to 8-10 babies. and so it goes on and 
on!  
..........................................  
- That baby finches will eat more than 
their body weight in 24 hours.  
When the parent bird arrives at the 
nest, all mouths are opened wide. The 
food is deposited at random, but if the 
young bird is full and does not swallow 
the food quickly, then the parent neatly 
removes it and feeds it to another beak. 
This ensures that each chick is 
satisfied.  
The mechanism at work here is a 
swallowing reflux action - it works faster 
if the crop is empty and slower if the 
crop is full. Therefore the hungrier bird 
is fed first.  
...............................................  
- To test if Quail eggs are still alive 
when you think that incubation time 
should be complete, place the eggs in a 
bowl of blood heat warm water.  
(a) if alive they seem to rock from side 
to side.  
(b) if they are about to emerge, they will 
float point down.  
(c) eggs that sink to the bottom, are not 
fresh.  
.....................................................  
WHY DO MALE BIRDS SING SO 
EARLY IN THE MORNING?  

To appear macho, (says a team of 
British biologists). By singing after a 
night of fasting, when their energy 
reserves are likely to be low, male birds 
are showing females how fit they are.  
The amount a male bird sings 
throughout the day can be explained 
partially by it's food intake.  
Birds will eat furiously during the day to 
prevent starving during the long night. 
But they may over compensate, and 
use spare reserves to fuel a dawn 
chorus.  
The female should use the male song 
as a sign of male quality because one 

who can sing for a long time is 
demonstrating he has an abundance of 
spare energy. Singing is therefore an 
honest advertisement of a male’s 
quality in terms of his genes or his 
ability to look after his offspring. It is 
usually early morn when mating takes 
place with his female partner.  
Have you got a husband who sings in 
the shower? ?  

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Those that attended the July meeting 
will remember a most interesting 
speaker - Mr. Mike Peryer. He told us of 
the varied bird life at the Waikanae 
Estuary and showed us beautiful colour 
slides.  
He was writing a book, "TALES OF THE 
WAIKANAE ESTUARY. This has now 
been published and club members are 
invited to the book launch of this book. 
It is to be held in a marquee at the 
Waikanae Estuary, Tutere St. Waikane 
Beach, on Sunday 31st October at 
2.p.m. (At Mahara Gallery if raining).  
There will be wine tasting, sausage 
sizzle, Vintage car display, a Banjo 
Band playing, Nga Manu will have a 
display and Friends of the Waikanae 
Reserve will be in attendance.  
This should be an enjoyable afternoon 
and all copies of the book purchased 
will be signed by Mike Peryer. Cost will 
be $29.95. It is beautifully illustrated 
and would make a delightful gift for 
Christmas or Birthdays but wonderful 
for you to have in your own home also.  
We look forward to seeing club 
members at this special launching of his 
book. See you there.  
Shirley. 
 

Editors note 

Please keep those articles coming in. If you 

have something to share, or would like to 

use the Buy, Sell, or Swap column, please 

contact a committee member, or email to: 

witham@paradise.net.nz 

 

 

mailto:witham@paradise.net.nz

