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Rob's ramblings 
Welcome to a New Year. This is the year the 
club turns 25 so we will be having a party to 
celebrate this in March. See below for 
details. 
 
Oh what wonderful summer weather we are 
now having. What a good time to sit in the 
shade, watch the birds and enjoy your 
garden or the beach. 
 
On a more sombre note we have regretfully 
lost two of our members. We have just found 
out that last year Andrew Christison past 
away after a battle with Cancer. Our 
thoughts and sympathy go out to Leighton 
Grierson and their friends and family. 
 
We have also lost Ron Anthony on Saturday 
the 22 January. Ron was preparing to move 
house on the following Thursday so he could 
be near to his family in the Hutt but alas died 
of a heart attack while tidying up the garage. 
Ron was a regular at meetings and his smile, 
pleasant manner and support of the club will 
be greatly missed but not forgotten. Our 
thoughts and sympathy to his family. 
 
His family has thanked the club for our help 
in looking after the future of his birds and 
helping them dispose of aviaries and other 
bird stuff. So instead of having the pleasure 
of looking after Ron's birds while he moved 
house, I had the sombre privilege in helping 
his family find new homes for the birds and 
equipment. Due to the short time frame 
before settlement on the house I did a quick 
fire ring around. The birds all went to Don 
Smith and have joined his canaries so they 

now have a good new home. Beverly Grant 
received the larger of the two aviaries and 
will be using them for cockatiels. Luckily 
Beverly had access to a Hiab truck which 
made removal of the two aviaries 
considerably easier. Roy & Shirley Allerby 
received the smaller aviary and will use it to 
replace the standalone aviary they lost in 
their big fire. There are some utility carry 
cages available so if you are interested 
please contact Rob as they are stored in the 
Lock-up. 
 
Well on a more positive note I am pleased to 
report that Shirley spent Christmas in 
hospital recovering from getting her heart 
overhauled. She is now well on the way to 
recovery and as usual causing Roy a lot of 
trouble as she keeps overdoing it. So Roy 
keep up the good work, and we wish you 
both all the best. 
 
Over the Xmas break we found out about a 
course in bird health and care being run by 
Dr Brett Gartrell of Massey University. For 
more details contact a member of the 
committee. 
 
Feburary club night 
 
When:  Wednesday 9th Feburary 
Time:   7.30pm for 7.45 start 
Where: Community Centre 
 Ngahina St 

Paraparaumu 
Speaker: Phil Eglinton- Fresh food for your 
birds – do and don’ts 



March Get Together 
 
March is our 25th birthday, and we plan to 
have a BBQ on Sunday 13th March to 
celebrate. Venue to be announced next 
newsletter. Bring your own meat, drinks, and 
something else to share. 
 
2005 Exhibition 
 
The club's annual Bird Exhibition will be 
held at the usual venue, the Paraparaumu 
Memorial Hall in Tutanekai Street, 
Paraparaumu (next to the R.S.A.) on 
Saturday 16 April 2005. Would members 
please note this date on your calendar or 
planner and keep the date free. 
 
It will be run on similar lines to previous 
years. The hall will be open late Friday 
afternoon at 4pm to around 6/7pm to set up 
the hall for the next day and we will be 
calling on members to help. It will be 
opened up again at 8am Saturday morning to 
receive exhibits and complete displays and 
the Exhibition will be open to the public 
from 10 am to about 3pm. Again we will be 
asking members to help. 
 
The Club will run a cake and produce stall 
and will be relying on members to provide 
goodies for sale. The club will run its usual 
grocery raffle which continues to be very 
popular with the public. We would ask 
members to support this raffle by bringing 
one or two items of groceries along with you 
when you come to the February and March 
meetings. If anyone wants to donate a raffle 
prize would they please ring Rob. 
 
There will be further up-dates on the 
Exhibition in our March and April 
newsletters. 
 

Please keep those articles coming in. If you 
have something to share, or would like to use 
the Buy, Sell, or Swap column, please 
contact a committee member, or email us: 
witham@paradise.net.nz 

Help Wanted. 
 
Can you help the Club? We need help 
arranging speakers for the year. We have a 
list of potential people and topics but we 
need somebody who can contact the 
speakers and also remind them just before 
the meeting. Ideally the person needs time 
available during weekday work time so they 
can contact the speakers and alas the 
committee members are a bit short of that. 
So please let Rob or Reg know if you are 
able to do this. This would be very much 
appreciated. 
 
The Month After Christmas 
 
‘Twas the month after Christmas, and all through 
the house 
Nothing would fit me, not even a blouse. 
The cookies I’d nibbled, the eggnog I’d taste 
At the holiday parties had gone to my waist. 
 
When I got on the scales there arose such a 
number! 
When I walked to the store (less a walk then a 
lumber). 
I’d remember the marvelous meals I’d prepared; 
The gravies and sauces and beef nicely rare, 
The wine and the rum balls, the bread and the 
cheese 
And the way I’d never said “No thank you, 
please.” 
 
As I dressed myself in my husband’s old shirt 
And prepared once again to battle with dirt… 
I said to myself, as only I can 
“You can’t spend winter disguised as a man!” 
 
So – away with the last of the sour cream dip, 
Get rid of the fruitcake, every cracker and chip 
Every last bit of food that I like must be banished 
‘Till all the additional ounces have vanished. 
 
I wont have a cookie – not even a lick. 
I’ll want only to chew on a celery stick. 
I wont have hot biscuits, or corn bread, or pie, 
I’ll munch on a carrot and quietly cry. 
 
I’m hungry, I’m lonesome, and life is a bore- 
But isn’t that what January is for? 
Unable to giggle, no longer a riot. 
Happy New Year, and to all a good diet! 
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